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———£DITORIAL——— 


Hulk Hogan fans beware...this editorial may be hazardous to your health! Over the 
years | have been repeatedly asked to lend my opinion on one subject or another. Up 
until now, I’ve always hesitated for fear my viewpoints would not be accepted by all. 
I’ve recently begun to realize that in the world of journalism, not everyone can be 
satisfied by what they read. | can’t begin to count the numerous times I’ve read an 
article in one of the wrestling magazines and disagree with the author. 

This is probably one of those times when you will most likely disagree with what | 
have to say. In my opinion, Hulkamania is slowly dying in the eyes of the fans. In the 
beginning of his reign, Hulk Hogan was a champion well worth watching. He brought 
back the fervor and excitement that was missing during the time Bob Backlund held 
the heavyweight title. 

Now, four long years later, the excitement has been replaced by monotony. During 
my travels as a reporter, | usually try to attend as many World Wrestling Federation 
shows as possible at which the champion is the main event. The ring savvy that 
Hogan once displayed, before cartoons, commercials and toys, is gone. In its place is 
aman who now works the fans instead of his opponent. 

Rather than sitting through a match in which both wrestlers exercise their talents, 
the fans are forced to watch five. minutes of a mediocre match and fifteen minutes of 
the Hulkster posing. | always thought being a champion meant being that one person 
capable of taking all contenders for any given length of time. | didn’t realize being a 
champion (in the W.W.F.) meant putting your athletic prowess aside for the glitter. 

In my opinion, Hulk puts too much emphasis on working the fans instead of 
working with his opponents. Looking at his recent competition, maybe he feels he is 
too superior an athlete to give those opponents one hundred percent. He would 
much rather spend his ring time entertaining the fans. | can’t remember the last time 
| saw him go sixty minutes with someone. | don’t believe he ever has! 

I’m sure a lot of fans would agree with me in saying someone like Randy “Macho 
Man’ Savage would make the better champion. As things stand now, fans cheer 
louder for him than Hogan. I’m tired of spending good money, only to get half of what 
| paid for. The W.W.F. has a lot of excellent talent, talent that, given the opportunity, 
could put Hulk Hogan down to the mat for a three-count within minutes. Let’s put 
aside the glitter and get back to basic wrestling. 

Barbi Barker 
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1987 


The Year In Review 


by Mary Miller, Sue Lewicki and Barbi Barker 


W. W. F. 

The World Wrestling Federation 
is constantly changing and 1987 
was no exception to the rule. In 
keeping with the ever-constant 
demand of the fans, the W. W. F. 
has worked very hard to stay on 
top of the ratings chart. 

As always, the highlight of any 
year is a title change. For the 
W.W.F., the year 1987 brought four 
major changes. On January 7, 
1987 in Tampa, FL., the Hart Foun- 
dation (Bret “Hit Man” Hart and 
Jim ‘The Anvil” Neidhart), under 
the guidance of manager Jimmy 
Hart, won the tag team champion- 
ship titles from the British Bulldogs 
(Davey Boy Smith and Dynamite 
Kid). The decision was controver- 
sial but, to this day the Hart Foun- 
dation are still the champions. 
“The Hitman” and “The Anvil” 
have gone up against the Bulldogs 
on many an occasion, in almost 
every type of match known, and 
have always remained victorious, 
proving they are the superior 
athletes. 

Danny Davis, the referee who 
awarded the decision to the Foun- 
dation, was later suspended for life 
by Federation president Jack Tun- 
ney for inferior work. 

The exact day he was fired as a 
W. W. F. referee, he was signed up 
by Jimmy Hart as a new member 
of the Hart Foundation. Now 
dubbed as “Dangerous,” he ac- 
companies the Foundation in six- 
man tag team matches and can be 
seen holding his own in singles. 

The month of March saw the 
second largest title change. Ricky 
“The Dragon” Steamboat took the 
Inter-Continental heavyweight belt 
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from Randy “Macho Man” Sav- 
age. What made this victory so 
memorable was that it occurred at 
‘Wrestlemania III’. The event was 
a huge success that drew a crowd 
of 93,173 enthusiastic fans. This 
spectacular event was held at the 
Pontiac Silverdome located in 
Detroit, MI. 

Unfortunately, Steamboat’s reign 
as champion didn’t last very long 
as he was defeated by the Honky 
Tonk Man for the prestigious title 
on June 2 in Buffalo, N.Y. Honky 
Tonk is still the reigning champion 
and managed by “Colonel” Jimmy 
Hart. 

There is also a new Ladies 
champion in this Federation. On 
July 24, in Houston, TX., “Sensa- 
tional’ Sherri Martel won the cov- 
eted title from the Fabulous 
Moolah by pinning her for the 
three-count. Sherri had only been 
in the W. W. F. a matter of weeks 
before dethroning Moolah. 

Many prominent wrestlers have 
joined the W. W. F. during this year, 
hoping to continue their success in 
a federation where only the strong 
survive. One of the biggest names 
to enter the W. W. F. is that of Ted 
DiBiase, who is being billed as 
The Million Dollar Man, and seen 
being accompanied to the ring by 
bodyguard Virgil. Previously, Ted 
worked as a baby-face in the Uni- 
versal Wrestling Federation but 
apparently felt he wasn’t being 
used to his fullest potential. 

The most recent newcomer, 
Bam Bam Bieglow, is taking the 
W.W.F. by storm with his unique 
style of wrestling. For a large man, 
Bigelow can move with the ease of 
someone half his size. With Sir 


Oliver Humperdink as his man- 
ager, he is certain to make a re- 
spectable name for himself. We 
should also note at this time that 
Humperdink also has “Mr. Won- 
derful” Paul Orndorff under his 
tutelage. 

The Dingo Warrior, previously 
seen in the World Class area, is 
another impressive newcomer. He 
is as talented as he is handsome 
and is a promising addition to the 
group. Look for him to become 
extremely successful in the © 
months to come. 

Another “large” addition to the 
W.W. F. is a grappler who calls 
himself the One Man Gang. After 
watching him in the squared circle, 
he is definitely capable of taking 
on any of the Federation’s top 
talent. Gang is another who is 
currently being managed by Slick. 

When you think of the top names 
in the business, you must think of 
Rick Rude. Rude is now under the 
guidance of Bobby “The Brain” 
Heenan and his best find yet. Be- 
ing in top physical condition, “Rav- 
ishing” Rick is certain to be a 
thorn in the side of many a wres- 
tler, including current champion 
Hulk Hogan. Immediately upon 
entering the Federation, The Rav- 
ishing One embarked on a feud 
involving Paul Orndorff. 

“Natural” Butch Reed is another 
1987 entry to leave a path of de- 
struction behind him. Also being 
managed by the Slickster, his most 
memorable feud of this year is that 
with “Superstar” Billy Graham. 
Graham was gone for a while, 
undergoing a hip operation, but 
now proves to be quite a challenge 
for the “Natural.” 


Probably the most notorious tag 
team to enter the W.W.F. this past 
year was Demolition. Also: known 
as Ax and Smash, and being man- 
aged by Mr. Fuji, they have been 
causing havoc and destruction 
throughout the different cities and 
towns. 

The Can-Am Connection was 
also formed, with Rick Martel and 
Tom Zenk making a captivating 
team. Not pleased with his over- 
night success, Zenk quit, leaving 
Martel out in the cold. Within a 
month’s time, the Can-Am name 
was dropped, Rick took on Tito 
Santana as his new partner and 
they became the Strike Force. 

Some other names worth men- 
tioning that have entered the Fed- 


return, he was put on the injured 
list, after being impaired by Hercu- 
les Hernandez. Doctors had to 
reattach a tricep tendon, which left 
him incapacitated for some time. 

While on the subject of Hercules 
Hernandez, he not only had some 
grueling matches against Ken 
Patera, but went up against cham- 
pion Hulk Hogan on more than 
one occasion. The consumate 
athlete, Hernandez gave more 
than one opponent a run for his 
money and will continue to be one 
of the top names in the Federation 
throughout 1988. 

David Sammartino also returned 
again but with a totally new look. 
He has trimmed down to around 
two hundred pounds and now has 


The Hulkster remained champ throughout the year. (Chris Croce) 


eration during 1987 were Sam 
Houston, “Outlaw” Ron Bass and 
his infamous bullwhip, “Hand- 
some” Harley Race who is man- 
aged by Bobby Heenan, ‘‘Cowboy” 
Scott Casey, Outback Jack, Brad 
Rheingans, Chavo Guerrero, 
Brady Boone and Barry Horowitz. 
In conjunction with the new 
faces, was the return of many oth- 
ers. Included in that list is Olympic 
strongman Ken Patera. His re- 
entrance into the W.W.F. was hard 
fought as he immediately had trou- 
ble with ex-manager Heenan and 
his Family. Within months of his 


blonde hair. Sika the Wild Samoan 
and Kamala the Ugandan Giant 
also came back but as a team 
under the guidance of Mr. Fuji. Fuji 
has also added Killer Khan to his 
stable. 

Coupled with the endless list of 
entries to the World Wrestling Fed- 
eration in 1987, is the list of those 
who departed. Definitely a man 
who is missed by all, is “Rowdy” 
Roddy Piper. He electrified the 
fans in every city, leaving them 
begging for more, and won the 
hearts of all, young and old. Along 
with his leaving was the demise of 


‘Piper’s Pit’. Many have tried to fill 
his shoes but none have suc- 
ceeded. Vince McMahon had tried 
to replace Piper by hiring Missy 
Hyatt this past summer as host for 
‘Missy's Manor’, but apparently 
she was so bad the segment never 
aired. 

Probably the second most nota- 
ble grappler to leave the area was 
“Adorable” Adrian Adonis. Al- 
though his gimmick was appalling 
to most fans, his style of wrestling 
made up for it. Even with his large 
size, he was amazingly agile in the 
ring. During his reign in the Feder- 
ation he was managed by Jimmy 
Hart. 

Others who are gone and have 
yet to reappear in another promo- 
tion are Iron Sheik, for reasons we 
are all well aware of, Corporal 
Kirchner and “Hacksaw” Jim 
Duggan. 

In addition to those recent new- 
comers, are those who, for one 
reason or another, changed their 
styles. One of the biggest reversals 
was the Magnificent Muraco going 
from bad to good. Now a baby- 
face, he is involved in one of the 
hottest feuds the W.W.F. had to 
offer in 1987, against former part- 
ner and close friend “Ace” Bob 
Orton. 

Brutus Beefcake, after coming 
to the aid of Roddy Piper during 
‘Wrestlemania III’, finally realized 
the error of his ways and split from 
manager Johnny V and the Dream 
Team. Greg ‘““The Hammer” Valen- 
tine wasn’t long without a partner 
as he combined forces with Cana- 
dian Dino Bravo. 

When mentioning the outstand- 
ing feuds during 1987, the year 
would not be complete without 
reflecting on the war between the 
devious and cunning Bobby “The 
Brain” Heenan and Ken Patera. 
Since his return to the W.W.F., 
Patera has been attacked, both 
verbally and physically, by “The 
Weasel” and his unprincipalled 
Family. This is a war that will carry 
on well into 1988 and probably end 
up a main event for the upcoming 
‘Wrestlemania IV’. 

In closing one chapter of ‘Year 
in Review: 1987’, this section 
would not be complete without our 
predictions for 1988. Certainly not 
doing well on his own since his 
return, look for Killer Khan to team 
up with Tiger Chun Lee to become 
one of the top teams. “Superstar” 
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Hercules Hernandez had a grueling year. Things can only get better. (Chris Croce) 
ea ea 
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Billy Graham, unable to continue 
as a wrestler due to health rea- 
sons, will take Jesse “The Body 
Ventura’s place as commentator 
while Ventura is off starring in yet 
another movie. The Hart Founda- 
tion, after a lengthy reign as the 
W.W.F. Tag team champions, will 
be defeating by the Strike Force. 
And, finally, Bam Bam Bigelow will 
either defeat Hulk Hogan or Honky 
Tonk Man to become champion. 
N.W.A. 

As the year 1987 is winding 
down to a close, it is time to look 
back on the National Wrestling 
Alliance and see what the year has 
given us in terms of title changes, 
champions, feuds, and newcomers 
who have entered Crockett Promo- 
tions during that time. 

The best place to start is with 
the current title holders. Everyone 
who’s anyone has been trying to 
obtain the N.W.A. World Heavy- 
weight belt currently worn by the 
imperious ‘Nature Boy” Ric Flair. 
There have been many opponents 
threatening to dethrone him this 
past year but he proved them all 
wrong by retaining the gold. 

Over the last twelve months, 
Flair has gone up against the likes 
of the “American Dream” Dusty 
Rhodes, “Gorgeous” Jimmy Gar- 
vin and “Hands of Stone” Ronnie 
Garvin, just to name a few. Under 
the trusting eye of manager and 
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consultant James J. Dillon, Ric 
has taken on all comers and feels 
he will never lose. 

Dillon, is by no means only tied 
down to Flair. He is the manager of 
the Four Horsemen and has 
guided them on to more than one 
championship. Nikita Koloff 
reigned as the United States 
champion for quite some time, that 
is, until Lex Luger proved he was 
the superior athlete. Luger and 
Koloff had numerous battles with 
most ending in disqualification or 
count out. 

Greensboro, N.C. was the set- 
ting for the Cage Match in which 
Lex defeated Nikita to win the cov- 
eted title. Some fans may not 
agree as to how the win went down 
as Dillon interfered but, needless 
to say, Luger emerged victorious. 
Luger can’t sit back and relax, 
though, because Nikita vows to 
regain the belt and Dusty Rhodes 
is hot on the trail of anyone cur- 
rently reigning as champion. 

Since Nikita Koloff lost the 
United States Heavyweight, he 
was able to go after the TV cham- 
pion Tully Blanchard. Tully held 
this prestigious title since Novem- 
ber 1986 but, in August of this 
year, in Fayetteville, N.C., he went 
down in the hands of Nikita. Before 
losing to Nikita, Blanchard offered 
any wrestler $10,000 if they could 
pin him within a certain amount of 


time. He was also accompanied to 
the ring for a short time by Dark 
Journey but she has since left the 
area. 

In the tag team division, there 
have been quite a few changes. 
The Rock 'N Roll Express are the 
current N.W.A. World champions, 
after defeating ‘““Ravishing” Rick 
Rude and “Ragin’ Bull’ Manny 
Fernandez on May 19 to regain the 
titles. Since regaining the belts, 
they have backed down from no 
one. Their most difficult opponents 
as of late are two of the Four 
Horsemen: Arn Anderson and 
Tully Blanchard. Arn and Tully feel 
the Horsemen should have all of 
the major titles for themselves. 
Besides Anderson and Blanchard, 
Morton and Gibson have gone up 
against the New Breed, Manny 
Fernandez and Ivan Koloff, the 
Mod Squad, and last but certainly 
not least, the ever-present ‘“New”’ 
Midnight Express, led by the lo- 
quacious Jim Cornette. With all 
these teams on the heels of the 
Rock ’N Roll Express, Ricky and 
Robert will have to enter 1988 
ready to take on all comers. 

The second most prominent tag 
title in Crockett Promotions is the 
United States Tag titles, currently 
worn by the Midnight Express, 
“Sweet” Stan Lane and ‘‘Beauti- 
ful” Bobby Eaton. Under the tute- 
lage of Jim Cornette, who is never’ 


seen without his trusty tennis 
racket, the Express has defeated 
many teams fo retain the belts. 

Before “Sweet” Stan Lane 
teamed up with Eaton, Bobby and 
“Loverboy” Dennis Condrey com- 
prised the Midnight Express. Cor- 
nette has stated in the past that 
Condrey never held up his end of 
the team towards the end so he 
had to be replaced. Jim further 
stated that Stan and Bobby make 
a better, faster team and will reign 
as champions much longer. 

Since Crockett Promotions re- 
cently took over the Universal 
Wrestling Federation, formerly 
known as the Mid-South area, a 
few of their grapplers are worth 
mentioning. On July 11, Steve “Dr. 
Death” Williams became the new 
U.W.F. Heavyweight champion 
when, in Oklahoma City, OK., he 
pinned “Big” Bubba Rogers in the 
middle of the squared circle for a 
three-count. Since becoming 
champion, his hottest feud has 
been with Dick Murdock, and his 
manager “Hot Stuff” Eddie Gil- 
bert. Williams had his arm broken 
by this devious twosome over the 
summer and vows he will get even 
before the year is over. Black Bart 
is also a contender for the coveted 
U.W.F. Heavyweight belt and, if 
you remember, Bart will do almost 
anything to win. 


Next, we come to the U.W.F. Tag 
Team belts, currently worn by the 
Lightning Express; Tim Horner 
and Brad Armstrong. These two 
extremely young and gifted ath- 
letes have been partners off and 
on now for a few years and prove 
to be an exciting team. They won 
the belts from members of ‘Hot 
Stuff and Hyatt International’, 
Sting and Rick Steiner and, al- 
though the match was hard fought, 
they emerged victorious. Since 
then, Sting has seen the light and 
now teams with “Gentleman” 
Chris Adams. 

Horner and Armstrong are con- 
tinually being challenged and, as 
we go to print, Terry Taylor and 
“Hot Stuff” Eddie Gilbert have 
teamed to make them their primary 
target. Once a partner to Chris 
Adams, Taylor decided the dark 
side offered more and feels he and 
Eddie make the perfect team, hav- 
ing the advantage needed to de- 
feat the Lightning Express. Taylor 
only teamed with Gilbert after he 
was on the recovery list for a few 
months. He was in a serious auto- 
mobile accident but refused to 
mention it on television. 

Others who have posed a threat 
to the Lightning Express this past 
year have been Black Bart and 
The Terminator, Shaska Whatley 
and Angel of Death and, most 


Rick Martel teamed with Tito Santana to form Strike Force. 


recently, Shaska Whatley and 
Tiger Conway Jr. 

The other title defended in the 
Universal Wrestling Federation is 
the TV Championship. Earlier in . 
the year “Hot Stuff” Eddie Gilbert 
defeated Savannah Jack on televi- 
sion to win the belt in a controver- 
sial decision. Throughout most of 
the year, Eddie held on to the belt 
by taking on all opponents. In Au- 
gust his reign as champion ended 
as he was dethroned by rookie 
Shane Douglas. Shane has only 
been in the U.W.F. a short time so 
it’s hard to tell how long he will be 
able to defend this title. 

One title that you might say was 
“born” in the National Wrestling 
Alliance this year is the Western 
States Heritage Heavyweight, 
currently worn by champion Barry 
Windham. A tournament was held 
somewhere before the 1987 Bash 
started, allowing another title 
match to be added to the list for 
main events. Barry has put this 
title on the line in every match he’s 
fought so far and has proven to all 
he can easily defeat such names 
as Arn Anderspon, “Hot Stuff” 
Eddie Gilbert and “Captain Red- 
neck” Dick Murdoch. Probably his 
toughest opponent so far has been 
Bubba Rogers. Barry and Bubba 
fought throughout the Bash, with 
Windham always coming out the 
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victor. 

The National Wrestling Alliance 
also has heavy coverage through- 
out Florida, with Mike Rotundo as 
its Heavyweight champion. Ro- 
tundo, who hails from Syracuse, 
N.Y. has taken on the challenges 
of many tough opponents. Some 
of the names included in this list 
are Terry Funk, who recently de- 
cided to come out of retirement, 
Dory Funk Jr. and the unpleasant 
Kevin Sullivan. Having to defend 
his belt against the likes of these 
three has begun to take its toll on 
Mike but he has proven to be defi- 
nite championship material so far. 

The Florida tag team champion- 
ship belts are currently being held 
by The Sheepherders. The Sheep- 
herders are known as rough oppo- 
nents in the ring and will probably 
hold the belts for some time. In the 
past, they’ve gone up against such 
wrestlers as Mike Graham and 
Kendall Windham, who, with youth 
behind them, couldn’t defeat the 
champions, along with Kevin Sul- 
livan and Blackjack Mulligan. 

With the purchases of the Flor- 
ida and U.W.F. areas, Crockett 
Promotions brought in a tremen- 
dous amount of new and exciting 
talent. The New Breed (Sean Royal 
and Chris Champion). Lex Luger, 
Kendall Windham and Lazor-tron 
are only a few on top of this ever- 
growing list. 

A recap wouldn’t be complete 
without mentioning the hottest 
feuds in the N.W.A. during 1987. 
Certainly in the number one posi- 
tion would be the rivalry between 
Ric Flair and “Gorgeous” Jimmy 
Garvin. Flair, being his cocky self, 
felt that Precious’ life wouldn’t be 
complete until she rode ‘Space 
Mountain’. “Gorgeous” Jimmy 
wasn’t about to let his main 
squeeze fall into the hands of this 
self-centered, brazen individual 
without a fight. 

On July 11, in Greensboro, N.C., 
Flair finally won the match that 
allowed him the honors of a “date” 
with Precious. James J. Dillon set 
everything up, including the hotel 
room where the “ride” was to take 
place. Flair and Dillon were 
shocked when they realized Ron- 
nie Garvin donned women’s cloth- 
ing to take the place of Precious. 
Needless to say, seeing Flair hu- 
miliated was a treat for many a fan! 

When looking back on the hap- 
pening in the N.W.A., mentioning 
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Magnum T/A is a must! He isa 
man that has proven to the fans 
one must never give up. Watching 
him at ringside still brings tears to 
the eyes of those who love him. 

In closing, we will, once again, 
give you our predictions for 1988. 
“Nature Boy” Ric Flair will no 
longer reign as heavyweight cham- 
pion as he will go down at the 
hands of Ronnie Garvin. Terry 
Taylor and ‘Hot Stuff” Eddie Gil- 
bert will defeat the Lightning Ex- 
press to win the U.W.F. Tag belts. 
And, Dusty will feud with Lex 
Luger and eventually win the U.S. 
Heavyweight title. 

What will happen in 1988 is 
anyone’s guess but the National 
Wrestling Alliance will always have 
something going on to keep the 
fans on their toes. 

A.W.A. 

The American Wrestling Associ- 
ation isn't without its share of 
changes during 1987 either. The 
most prominent title change to 
occur happened on May 2, in San 
Francisco, CA. Curt Hennig, with 
the help of Larry Zbyszko, pinned 
Nick Bockwinkel to win the A.W.A. 
Heavyweight title. Many say this is 
an unfair win but the fact remains 
that Hennig is now the current 
champion. 

Shortly after Curt became the 
heavyweight champion. The Mid- 
night Rockers, Marty Jannetty and 
Shawn Michaels lost the A.W.A. 
tag belts to Soldat Ustinov and 
Boris Zhukov. The Rockers were to 
enter the W.W.F. after this loss but, 
because they were unable to con- 
trol their tempers, only lasted ap- 
proximately a week. 

Recent newcomers to this pro- 
motion are Paul E. Dangerously, 
who brought with him “Adorable” 
Adrian Adonis and the Original 
Midnight Express, which consists 
of “Loverboy” Dennis Condrey 
and ‘“‘Ravishing” Randy Rose, D.J. 
Peterson and his new partner J.T. 
Southern, The Nasty Boys, Tommy 
Rich and Mitch Snow. 

Gone are Sherri Martel and her 
proteges ‘‘Playboy” Buddy Rose & 
“Pretty Boy” Doug Sommers, 
Colonel! DeBeers, Mr. Saito, Sheik 
Adnann El-Kaissie and Nord the 
Barbarian. At last report, Rose and 
Sommers are working for the Na- 
tional Wrestling Federation, based 
in New Jersey. 

Other highlights of 1987 in- 
cluded an appearance on Miami 


Vice by Lou Albano and Samoan 
Afa during the month of March. On 
April 12, Mike Von Erich committed 
suicide by taking an overdose of 
Placidyl. On May 16, ‘‘Sweet”’ 
Stan Lane and “Beautiful” Bobby 
Eaton defeated Ronnie Garvin and 
Barry Windham on television to 
win the vacant United States tag 
belts. During the month of June, 
“Hot Stuff” Eddie Gilbert, Missy 
Hyatt and Terry Taylor were ina 
serious automobile accident. 
Around the same time, Sean Royal 
and Chris Champion were in an 
automobile accident. On July 7, 
Ricky “The Dragon” Steamboat 
became the proud father of a baby 
boy. Big Daddy, a well-known wres- 
tler in England, killed his opponent 
King Kong Kirk in the ring when he 
threw his 336-pound body on him 
for what he called a “‘splashdown” 
maneuver. * 


The Rock 'n Roll Express regained 
their tag team titles. 


“Sweet” Stan Lane comprises half of the 


champion Midnight Express. (Chris Croce) 
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Rick Rude hopes to strike it rich in the WWF. (photo by T. Benttfield) 
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LAND OF 
THE LOST 


A Search 
For Missing Wrestlers 


by L. McMahone 


Sometimes a wrestler seems to | 
disappear off the face of the earth 
and nobody can find him. Wres- 
tling Fury has now ended your 
search. Listed below are only a few 
wrestlers, but we sincerely hope 
they will help answer some of your 
questions. If you are still trying to 
find those missing in action, 
please write to us in care of the 
magazine and we will try to help. 
“ADORABLE” ADRIAN 
ADONIS—After leaving the World 
Wrestling Federation, Adrian took 
a long overdue vacation but can 
now be seen in the A.W.A. under 
the tutelage of Paul E. Danger- 
ously. He no longer dons the 
blonde hair but now sprays part of 
it pink. He’s also rumored to have 
gained another 50 or 60 pounds! 
RICKY “THE DRAGON” STEAM- 
BOAT —Since losing the Inter- 
Continental Heavyweight title to 
Honky Tonk Man, Ricky has left 
the W.W.F. to go into semi-retire- 
ment. He will appear occasionally 
for the W.W.F. though but plans to 
stay close to home with his new 


family (Wife, daughter and new 
son born July 7). Ricky never has 
to worry about staying busy as he 
also spends a lot of time operating 
his gym. 
SGT. SLAUGHTER—The ex-Ma- 
rine who has always been a fan- 
favorite is now primarily working 
for independent promoters. He is 
booked mainly with the National 
Wrestling Federation where he 
currently holds the N.W.F. Ameri- 
ca’s Heavyweight title. 
DINGO WARRIOR—After a 
lengthy successful career in the 
World Class (Texas) area, Dingo is 
now working for the W.W.F. He 
realizes that being in this federa- 
tion means a long, hard climb to 
success but, because he has the 
necessary confidence and ability 
needed to be a champion, his 
climb should be easy. 
“LOVERBOY” DENNIS CON- 
DREY—Because former manager 
Jim Cornette felt Condrey was no 
longer capable of holding up his 
end of the Midnight Express, by 
continually not showing up for 
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The Midnight Rockers are still missing. (photo by B. Hildebrand) 


shows, etc., Dennis was forced to 
leave the Mid-Atlantic area, only to 
be reunited with Randy Rose to, 
once again, form the original Mid- 
night Express of long ago. Under 
the tutelage of manager Paul E. 
Dangerously, “Loverboy” Dennis 
and ‘“‘Ravishing” Randy are wres- 
tling throughout the A.W.A. and 
are more than likely championship 
bound. 

CHAVO GUERRERO—Since the 
take-over of the Universal Wres- 
tling Federation by Crockett Pro- 
motions (Mid-Atlantic), Chavo has 
left the area to enter the World 
Wrestling Federation. Only being 
in the federation a short time, his 
future is undecided. 
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SCOTT HALL—Atfter leaving the 
A.W.A., Scott had a brief stay in 
the Florida area but was recently 
seen teaming with former Fabu- 
lous One, Steve Keirn, in the 
C.W.A. (Jarrett Promotions). 
LANCE VON ERICH—No longer 
part of World Class Championship 
Wrestling, Lance can now be seen 
working for a newly formed promo- 
tion under the banner of Wild West 
Wrestling. Along with this move 
came a name change as he’s 
dropped the Von Erich and is now 
called just Luscious Lance. Ac- 
cording to Fritz Von Erich, Lance 
was never part of the family but 
just used the name io further his 
career. 


“STRETCHER” JACK HART— 
While his stay in the C.W.A. (Mem- 
phis) was a short one, “Stretcher” 
has left the area for the W.W.F. 
With the new area came a new 
name as he now goes by the name 
of Barry Horowitz. This move was 
uncalled for as most fans will re- 
member when he was in the 
W.W.F. a few years back as Barry 
Hart. 

TONY ATLAS—Tony did spend 
some time in the World Class area 
but now basically wrestles for the 
independents; such as the I.C.W., 
which is based in New Jersey. 
“RAVISHING” RICK RUDE—The 
Ravishing One is another recent 
entry to the W.W.F.. Rude is cur- 


rently under the tutelage of Bobby 
“The Brain’’ Heenan and, since 
Paul “Mr. Wonderful” Orndorff has 
left the Heenan Family to be man- 
aged by Sir Oliver Humperdink, 
look for these four to soon clash. 
Also, don’t be surprised if Rude 
isn’t used to his fullest potential as 
the W.W.F. has too many top stars 
to build on already. 

SIR OLIVER HUMPERDINK— 
Seems the Florida area is rapidly 
losing most of its decent talent as 
Humperdink was added to the list 
of latest entries in the W.W.F. He is 
currently managing Bam Bam 
Bigelow and Paul “Mr. Wonderful” 
Orndorff. 

MOONDOG SPOT—Not many 
wrestlers leave the World Wrestling 
Federation once there but Spot 
proved to be the exception to that 
rule. It’s been about a year since 
his leaving but he has been seen 
wrestling throughout the C.W.A. 
(Memphis) under the same name. 
DAVID SAMMARTINO—After leav- 
ing the W.W.F. about a year ago, 
David worked for a few indepen- 
dent promoters but can now be 


seen back in the federation. 
THE MACHINES 
(SUPER/GIANT) 

—This team no longer wres- 
tles together as Super Machine 
went on to wrestle as part of Dem- 
olition (Ax/Smash) and Giant Ma- 
chine, as everyone should know by 
now, was Andre the Giant. As far 
as we know, Andre is currently 
taking some time off after a mild 
operation but should return soon. 
BARRY O—Barry is recovering 
from a serious automobile accident 
but, when fully recovered, should 
be returning to the W.W.F. 

PIERRE MARTEL—This French- 
man has been with the World 
Wrestling Federation for some time 
now under the guise of Frenchy 
Martin. 

KENDALL WINDHAM—After get- 
ting his start in the Florida area, 
along side his father Blackjack 
Mulligan and brother Barry, Ken- 
dall has moved on to the Mid-At- 
lantic area (Crockett Promotions). 
Since this promotion runs through- 
out the United States, he can still 
be seen by those fans around to 


Kendall Windham has joined brother Barry in the NWA. 


witness his debut. 

WAHOO McDANIEL—Atter leaving 
the Mid-Atlantic area, this Indian 
moved on to the A.W.A. and can 
be seen teaming alot with D.J. 
Peterson. They are currently trying 
to win the A.W.A. tag belts from 
Soldat Ustinov and Boris Zhukov. 
Wahoo has also taken over as 
booker for this promotion. 

JACK AND JERRY BRISCO— 
Since leaving the World Wrestling 
Federation both have decided to 
go into retirement. The only con- 
nection they have now in wrestling 
is acting as bookers for the W.W.F. 
when promoting shows in the Flor- 
ida area. 

THE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 
(MARTY JANNETTY AND SHAWN 
MICHAELS)—This is one team 
that has left the writers of this mag- 
azine baffled. They had a brief stay 
in the W.W.F. after leaving the 
A.W.A. (no more than a week) but 
are now a mystery. Rumors have 
traveled about them possibly re- 
entering the W.W.F. but as far as 
we know they are currently out of 


work. * 
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by Mary Miller 


Photos by Bev Raines 


Bobby “The Brain” Heenan, 
known throughout the world as 
one of professional wrestling’s 
greatest managers, at one time 
managed Olympic great Ken Pa- 
tera. Heenan and Patera worked 
well together in the beginning as 
Bobby continually kept a watchful 
eye on the strongman’s opponents, 
always looking for their flaws so 
Ken could work on them, and in so 
doing wearing them down to a pin 
or submission. This devious two- 
some continued their wicked ways 
but soon the time came for them to 
part company. 

Patera headed to the A.W.A. in 
hopes of taking on new opponents 
as he had literally demolished 
most of the wrestlers in the World 
Wrestling Federation. He soon 
began doing quite well in the 
American Wresting Association as 
he had earlier teamed up with Mr. 
Saito, with the twosome being 
managed by Sheik Adnann-El 
Kaissey. 

Shortly after his entrance into 
the Association, he and Saito be- 
came involved in a serious battle 
with the law and were sentenced 
to up to two years in jail. Both have 
served their time and are once 
again free men. The Olympic 
strongman came back to the 
W.W.F. and Mr. Saito headed back 
to the A.W.A. but was shortly sent 
to Japan where rumor has it he is 
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BOBBY 
HEENAN 


The Brain Behind The Muscle 
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to remain. 

Now, back in the World Wrestling 
Federation, Bobby ‘The Weasel” 
Heenan, as many of us politely 
refer to him, could not wait to jump 
on Patera’s misfortune. Continually 
reminding everyone that Patera 
has been in jail, he stopped calling 
him by his right name and began 
referring to him as “‘jailbird.” This 
invoked in Patera an anger so 
strong that Ken called for a nation- 
ally televised debate to be held 
between he and Heenan in the 
squared circle in front of a live 
audience. 

Immediately after being intro- 
duced by Gene Okerlund, words 
began to fly as tempers quickly 
reached the boiling point. Before 
long, Bobby slapped Ken in the 


The Brain reigns supreme over his family. 


all 


face and took off his belt to whip 
Patera. By this time the strongman 
had had enough and took the belt 
from Heenan and used it on his 
one-time friend and manager. He 
put the belt around his ex-man- 
ager’s neck and whipped him into 
the ring ropes, thus wrenching 
Bobby’s neck. 

After this incident, Heenan took 
to wearing a neck brace, claiming 
Patera seriously injured him and 
he wasn’t sure if the damage was 
permanent. He also decided to 
throw an army together in hope of 
running Patera out of the business 
and ruining his career in wrestling 
forever. The Olympic strongman 
became their main objective. 

After one of Patera’s matches 
with an unimportant opponent, 


Heenan’s men came from the 
dressing room to attack Ken by 
beating on him with the infamous 
leather belt. Hercules Hernandez, 
Paul “Mr. Wonderful” Orndorff, 
“Handsome” Harley Race, King 
Kong Bundy and, of course, Mr. 
Heenan only walked away when 
they felt Patera had enough welts 
on his back. After taking time off to 
recuperate, Patera vowed to get 
even with the Heenan Family no 
matter what the outcome may be. 
Ken, being a man of his word, 
said he would take on any of 
Heenan’s men at any given time. 
Heenan agreed to let his men go 
up against Patera but the odds 
were never even. Sometime during 
each match, the others would en- 
ter the ring, continually ganging up 


Paul Orndorff dumped Heenan for a better manager. 
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on Ken. As we go to print, Ken 
Patera is supposedly out with a 
broken arm inflicted by one of 
Heenan’s men. 

With Patera temporarily out of 
the way, Heenan decided to take 
another man into his ‘family’. 
Thus, the entrance of ‘‘Ravishing” 
Rick Rude. Bobby started things 
off on the wrong foot as he immedi- 
ately told Orndorff to agree Rude 
was more muscular and in better 
shape than Orndorff. Seems Mr. 
Heenan never knows when he’s 
well off as this infuriated ‘Mr. Won- 
derful” and Paul told him in no 
uncertain words exactly what he 
thought of Heenan and the Ravish- 
ing One. “I’m sick and tired of 
lying to the people for you,”’ Orn- 
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dorff screamed at Bobby during a 
recent television taping. “In other 
words, Mr. Heenan, I’m going to 
tell you something you've definitely 
heard from me before. You’re fired, 
fired, FIRED.” 

Before leaving the interview 
area, Paul Orndorff had one more 
surprise up his sleeve for “The 
Brain”. He introduced Sir Oliver 
Humperdink to Bobby and the fans 
as his new manager. Humperdink 
is also the man picked to manage 
Bam Bam Bigelow. As Humperdink 
stood beside Paul, he told Bobby 
that Orndorff was finally with 
someone with style. Humperdink 
made it known, in no uncertain 
terms, his dislike for Heenan and 
I’m sure they will continue to fight 


fait 


Patera has vowed revenge on The Brain. 


for months to come. 

With Patera out on the injured 
list, Orndorff decided to come to 
his rescue and has taken over 
Ken’s matches until his return. 
Paul, too, has a score to settle with 
the “Brain” and with Oliver Hum- 
perdink in his corner Bobby will 
now think twice about interfering in 
his matches. 

When Ken does return, maybe 
he and Orndorff will form a new 
tag team and eventually win the 
belts from the Hart Foundation. As 
for Bobby “The Brain” Heenan 
and his Family, they had better 
keep an eye on Patera and Orn- 
dorff at all times because they 
have a long-overdue score to 
settle. x 
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RICK RUDE 


Simply Ravishing 


by L. McMahone 
Photos by Chris Croce 


When you look up the word ‘ravish- 
ing’ in the dictionary, the meaning 
you would most likely find is: “en- 
chantingly pleasing and attrac- 
tive.” When you stop to look at 
Rick Rude the man, what you see 
exactly fits that description without 
a tremendous amount left over! 
Everyone must agree he has a 
body that even Adonis would be 
jealous over. His agility in the 
squared circle is beyond 
comparison. 

He has baffled many an oppo- 
nent with his ring savvy. He has 
definitely earned the right to be 
arrogant as he is totally unlike the 
average man and those so-called 
‘pretty boy” wrestlers. Some say 
he is one of a kind, unique. Others 
say he is simply ravishing. 

Another demonstration of just 
how ravishing he is can be found 
in his wrestling skills. His brilliance 
in the ring brings him to an amaz- 
ingly easy victory over his oppo- 
nents, no matter their size. He is a 
true symbol of confidence. He 
believes in himself and his ability 
to be number one in literally every- 
thing he does. With an attitude 
such as his, how can he possibly 
lose? Lose is a word Rude doesn’t 
know the meaning of and a look at 
his past career can prove it. 

Rick began his career in Georgia 
during the early 1980’s. While in 
this area, he received little recogni- 
tion but enough ring experience to 
move on to the Mid-South area. 
Shortly after he entered this area, 
fans nationwide began to notice 
this dynamic grappler and, with 
the new attention, came the intro- 
duction of Jimmy Hart as his man- 
ager. Feeling Hart wasn’t exactly 
enough, he also brought in Angel 
as his valet. Also during his reign 
here he frequently was seen team- 
ing with King Kong Bundy. 


on to Florida but his big break 
didn’t actual ly come until late 
1985 when he entered the World 
Class area and, what seemed only 
a matter of days, defeated “Ice- 


Victory is something Rude is used to. 


man” King Parsons for the Ameri- 
can heavyweight title. 

Soon after he became cham- 
pion, Fritz Von Erich pulled out of 
the National Wrestling Alliance to 


+; alt 


From the Mid-South he moved 
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make the World Class area a sepa- 


rate wrestling unit. With this new 
move, he also changed the Ameri- 
can heavyweight into the World 
Class heavyweight title, making 
the Ravishing One the very first 
grappler to ever hold this presti- 
gious title. He reigned as cham- 
pion for some time but was eventu- 
ally defeated by “Gentleman” 
Chris Adams. Feeling he no longer 
had decent competition in the 
World Class area, he decided to 
move to greener pastures. 

He immediately entered Crockett 
Promotions where he hired Paul 
Jones as his manager. Shortly after 
his arrival, he teamed up with “Ra- 
gin’ Bull” Manny Fernandez and 
this dynamic two-some went on to 
defeat the Rock ’N Roll Express 
for the N.W.A. World Tag Team 
titles. 

While in the Mid-Atlantic, he was 
easily one of its top names and 
people swarmed to the arenas just 
to get a glimpse of the “Ravishing” 
Rick Rude. After he and Manny 
dropped the tag belts back to the 
Rock ’N Roll Express, Rude felt it 
was time to move once again. 

Thus, his entrance into the 
World Wrestling Federation. As 
you can plainly see, Rude has 
always been a winner. It almost 
seems as though he does not 
know how to lose. ‘‘Many wrestlers 
claim to be the best but, | am one 
of the only ones who is able to 
back-up my claim,” says Rude. 
“There isn’t any room in wrestling 
for losers. As a matter of fact, there 
isn’t even any room in life for 
losers,” he continued. 

The “‘Ravishing One” is now 
climbing the ladder to success in 
the W.W-.F. It is one of the tallest to 
climb and it has some of wres- 
tling’s best talent on its rungs. 
Only time will tell if Rude is able 
to make the climb all the way to 
the top. He is facing probably the 
toughest climb of his career but, 
with Bobby “The Brain” Heenan 
by his side, Rude is hoping those 
obstacles won't be so large. 

Rude is an extremely talented 
wrestler who can list speed and 
strength as only some of his attrib- 
utes. Having the genius mind of 
Heenan in his corner will only push 
things further a bit quicker. 

When looking at Bobby Heenan, 
one must agree that he’s had a lot 
of influence on the members of his 
family. He engineered King Kong 


Bundy’s attack on Hulk Hogan 
which later ended up as a steel 
cage match as ‘Wrestlemania II’. 
He’s led Hercules Hernandez 
through a grueling series of strap 
and chain matches against olym- 
pic strongman Ken Patera. He’s 
also helped the careers of Andre 
the Giant and “Handsome” Harley 
Hace. Heenan’s list is endless 

and, with talent like Rick Rude, he 
will be unstoppable. 

I’m sure Rude will first assist the 
rest of the Heenan Family in de- 


Rick Rude is a fine grappler. 


Once they feel Ken is out of the 
way, he will most likely go after the 
Inter-Continental champion, or, 
better yet, Hulk Hogan. 

Rude made an excellent career 
move when entering the World 
Wresiling Federation and one can 
only hope the promoters allow him 
all the opportunities possible to 
display his talents. He is definitely 
championship material with a lot of 
surprises yet to unfold in the 
future. * 
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WHO CAN BEAT THE 


HART FOUNDATION? 


by Patti Montgomery Photos by Michael A. Lepore 


The Rougeaus weren't any problem for the “Hitman” and the “Anvil.” 


qn 


At one time the World Wrestling 
Federation had an over-abundance 
of tag teams in every size, shape 
and color. The Federation man- 
aged to obtain some of the top 
teams in the sport today but, but 
as we look over the grapplers in 
the W.W.F. now, we can only see 
that the Federation is in desperate 
need of more teams. 
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The Hart Foundation, Bret “Hit 
Man” Hart and Jim “The Anvil” 
Neidhart have, since winning the 
prestigious titles, taken on every 
decent team currently available. 
We’ve even had to watch them go 
against the British Bulldogs, Davey 
Boy Smith and Dynamite Kid, a 
million times and in every type of 
match known to man, just so they 


would have decent competition. 
Now it seems Bret and Jim are 
forced to go against the so called 
“bad guys” in order to carry on 
their reign as champions. Most 
recently they have pitted their skills 
against Demolition, who are man- 
aged by the cunning and devious 
Mr. Fuji. Or, better yet, they’ve 
gone against Greg “The Hammer” 


Valentine and Dino Bravo, another 
twosome not well liked by the fans. 
When fans have to watch four guys 
from the same side of the fence, 
so to speak, they become 
confused. 

One team that would have posed 
a threat to the Hart Foundation 
was the Can-Am Connection. 
When Rick Martel re-entered the 
W.W.F. he looked better than ever. 
And, teaming up with Tom Zenk, 
they made a dynamic team. One 
day soon Tom Zenk will regret his 
decision for leaving the W.W.F. 
because it seemed certain that he 
and Martel were headed towards a 
championship. 

It’s a little early to tell, but, now 
that Rick is teaming with Tito San- 
tana, and calling themselves The 
Strike Force, they may offer the 
fans the exact medicine they are 
looking for. Tito has always been a 
fan-favorite so their matches 


against the Hart Foundation 
should prove interesting. 

When surveying the tag talent 
left in the W.W.F., there isn’t much 
to offer. Granted, the Rougeau 
Brothers, Jacques and Raymond, 
were exciting in the beginning but 
alot of fans have already forgotten 
they were around. Jim Powers and 
Paul Roma have the potential to 
someday be championship mate- 
rial but they still have a long road to 
travel. Their ring savvy can’t be 
beat. Let’s hope they’ll be around 
in the future. Then there’s the 
Killer Bees. Jim Brunzell is an 
excellent athlete but he’s being 
held back by B. Brian Blair. Seri- 
ously now, who ever thought of 
that stupid bee gimmick? 

On the “bad” guys side, the 
teams look a bit more promising. 
Greg ‘The Hammer” Valentine 
has always been an excellent 
wrestler but he, too, is being held 


The Hart Foundation have defeated the best the WWF has to offer. 


back by Dino Bravo. Johnny V is 
an even bigger hindrance but 
that’s another matter! Greg should 
be teamed with a pro like “Ace” 
Bob Orton. That would definitely 
be a team qualified to be 
champions. 

The Islanders, on the other 
hand, might be led to greatness by 
manager Bobby “The Brain” 
Heenan. Heenan has never let 
down any of his proteges and, 
since under his guidance, Haku 
and Tama have shown a marked 
improvement. 


One thing for certain. The World 
Wrestling Federation, with it nu- 
merous amount of talent, surely 
could come up with a few more 
qualified tag teams. As things 
stand now, Bret “Hit Man” Hart 
and Jim “The Anvil’ Neidhart 
have been on along vacation. No 
talent; easy work! * 


WRESTLING FURY 25 


The Most Expansive Rankings in Wrestling Today! 


WORLD WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 
HEAVYWEIGHT » 
CHAMPION—HULK HOGAN 

1. Killer Khan 

2. “Ravishing” Rick Rude 

3. Ted DiBiase 

4. Bam Bam Bigelow 

5. “Handsome” Harley Race 


TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS— 
THE HART FOUNDATION 
1. The British Bulldogs 
2. Jim Powers & Paul Roma 
3. The Strike Force (Rick 
Martel/Tito Santana) 
4. Demolition (Ax/Smash) 
5. The New Dream Team (Gre g 
Valentine/Dino Bravo) 


INTER-CONTINENTAL 
CHAMPION—HONKY TONK MAN 
1. Randy “Macho Man” Savage 
2. Jake “The Snake” Roberts 

3. Ken Patera 

4. ‘‘Ravishing” Rick Rude 

5. Ricky “The Dragon” 
Steamboat 


AMERICAN WRESTLING 
ASSOCIATION 
HEAVYWEIGHT 
CHAMPION—CURT HENNIG 

1. Nick Bockwinkel 

2. Larry Zbyszko 

3. D.J. Peterson 

4. ‘Wildfire’ Tommy Rich 

5. Adrian Adonis 


TAG TEAM 
CHAMPIONS—SOLDAT USTINOV 
& BORIS ZHUKOV 
1. Wahoo McDaniel & D.J. 
Peterson 
2. The Midnight Express 
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WRESTLING FURY’S 
OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Compiled by Barbi Barker 


(Condrey/Rose) 
3. Greg Gagne & Steve Olsonoski 
4. The Nasty Boys 
5. Nick Bockwinkel & Ray 
Stevens 


VALETS—PRECIOUS 
1. Elizabeth 
2. Missy Hyatt 
3. Fallen Angel 
4. Brenda Britton 
5. Bambi 
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The Hart Foundation—WWF Tag Team champions. 


NATIONAL WRESTLING 
ALLIANCE 
HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION— 
RIC FLAIR 
1. “Gorgeous” Jimmy Garvin 
2. Dusty Rhodes 
3. Barry Windham 
4. Nikita Koloff 
5. Ed Gantner 


TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS— 
ROCK & ROLL EXPRESS 


The Rock 'n Roll Express—NWA Tag Team champs. - 


1. The Midnight Express (Stan 
Lane/Bobby Eaton) 
2. The Road Warriors 
3. The Mod Squad 
4. Lex Luger & Arn Anderson 
.5. Tully Blanchard & Ric Flair 


TELEVISION CHAMPION— 
TULLY BLANCHARD 
1. Dusty Rhodes 
2. Barry Windham 
3. Mike Rotundo 
4. “Gorgeous” Jimmy Garvin 
5. Ronnie Garvin 


UNITED STATES 
HEAVYWEIGHT—LEX LUGER 
1. Nikita Koloff 
2. “Gorgeous” Jimmy Garvin 
3. Barry Windham 
4. Dusty Rhodes 
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5. Ed Gantner 


UNITED STATES TAG TEAM 
CHAMPIONS—MIDNIGHT 
EXPRESS 

1. The Rock ’N Roll Express 

2. The Road Warriors 

3. Jimmy & Ronnie Garvin 

4. Barry & Kendall Windham 

5. Sean Royal & Chris Champion 


MANAGERS—BOBBY “THE 
BRAIN” HEENAN 

1. Jim Cornette 

2. Jim —_ Hart 

3. James J. Dillon 

4. Paul E. Dangerously 

5. Sir Oliver Humperdink 


.WESTERN CANADIAN 


RATINGS— 


Bes 4 “4 
f& J.J. Dillon—#3 Manager. 


NORTH AMERICAN 
CHAMPION—OWEN HART 
1. Makhan Singh 
2. Jason the Terrible 
3. Brian Pillman 
4. Jerry Morrow 
5. Keith Hart 


COMMONWEALTH 
CHAMPION—OWEN HART 
1. Great Gama 
2. Hiro Hase 
3. Keichi Yamada 
4. Brian Pillman 
5. Bruce Hart 


INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM 
CHAMPIONS—BRIAN PILLMAN 
& BRUCE HART 
1. Makhan Singh & Great Gama 
2. Jerry Morrow & Jude 
Rosenbloom 
3. Owen Hart & Keichi Yamada 
4. Keith Hart & Mr. Hito 
5. Makhan Singh & Ben Doon 
MacDonald 
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your ticket to 
the very best of 


FIGHTING WILDCATS — 


A one hour tape containing five action-packed matches 
including two violent catfights in which gorgeous girls are 
100% involved in tearing each other apart. Hear the unbe- 
lievable screams, threats and insults — the clothes tear- 
ing and humiliating abuses as each girl battles with 

incredible intensity. The cliche “you'll feel as if you're f- 
watching it live’ definitely applies here!*VF-107 


INTERNATIONAL BATTLE ROYAL 


Features Jaguar Yokota, “All The Marbles” star Mimi 
Hagiwara and Omori Yukori vs. the beautiful, but }2 

deadly, Devil Masami, Lei Lani Kai, and in a rare stint 

as a villainess, Irish Velvet Mcintyre. Mimi really takes 

her lumps in this one. Bout 2. For the World Cham- 

pionship. Sensational Vickie Williams vs. Jackie Sato. 

Not only does Vickie choke, gouge and stomp 

Jackie, she brings her own referee! It's a near 

riot as these two gals battle for world domi- 

nance! Bout 3. Jaguar vs. Dallas Cowgirl Wendi 

Richter in a wonderful matchup, featuring 

speed and skill vs. brute strength. *VC-17 


SUBMIT OR SUFFER! 


Contains two very bizarre matches! In bout 

*1, Julie and Laurie agree to a match in 

which only leg hold submissions will deter- 

mine the winner and they'll fight until one 

can't continue. The victim is 

subjected to punishment that is merciless and the gym 
echoes to cries of pain and screams of submission until 
one girl cannot continue. In the second bout Penquin and 
Alison battle furiously. One gains the upper hand and 
starts punishing her opponent in ways not found in the 
rule book. When it escalates into a brawl, wrestling gives 
way to chaos! *RGV-17 


VHS or BETA 
FOREIGN CUSTOMERS 
All tapes available 
in PAL format. 


Domestic & Imported, All-Action, Color-Filled MA 


ce 


CATFIGHT GALORE 


This premiere issue in its 2nd big printing is for the true connoisseur of female 


CLAWS <i 


combat. 19 different bouts with more than 225 photos — 20 in full color! Each 
match has exciting text to add to your enjoyment. Your favorite girls including Oral 
Annie, Uschi, Su-Ling, Serena, and many others — plus a Bettie Page catfight and 
bouts from the 40's and 50's. A sizzler of a publication! 


FIGHTING GALS Monthly «11 


In this British publication you'll discover a new-high in sensuous, savage, realistic 
female fight fiction in “A Woman of Honour”. Girl Wrestling Galore” is an all-photo 
feature depicting pro wrestling at its wildest and most brutal! Thrill to “Beaten By 
Beverly”, “Humiliation At Rochdale”, sensual! cartoons and photos and much more! 


AMAZONS IN ACTION +33 


Wrestling and boxing action worldwide: A detailed account of the British WCS 
tournament, which saw a tough blonde beauty introduce the ultimate in female 
submission holds! Great coverage of those cute, but savage, Thai kick-boxers! A 
nine-page, photo-packed piece on the sensational new German Mat Club. The latest 
on the Japanese women’s wrestling scene. All this, plus much, much more! 


FIGHTING HELLCATS <«s 


Another color-crammed issue for the discriminating female fight fan! Includes: 
“Wrestling Twins,” “Topless Tough Girls,” “Back Breaking Bitch,” and the retum of 
Lynn Ann Wilson! All this plus 7 additional sensual and vicious bouts. Also, more 
from “Casey's Sketchbook," letters from our readers, fabulous fiction and so much 
more! A must for all catfight fans! 


Brings you the British apartment wrestling scene with fine photo coverage of the 
latest action among those battling beauties. In“ Contenders” you'll read ano-details- 
spared account of a striptease kick-boxing bout! It matches a beautiful, ruthless 
Chinese tigress against a muscular German beauty. And there’s more — fiction, 
photos, drawings — awaiting you in this exciting issue. 


BATTLING AMAZONS «3 


A special issue with 16 full-color pages! Thrill to an exciting topless apartment battle 
of the big boobs. Get down and watch Queen Kong kick ass! This issue has more 
cartoons and more pages in glorious color. Exciting letters too. You'll get the 
lowdown on all your favorite girl fight stars. Who's pinning who and loving it! Only in 
BATTLE AMAZONS. 


Only $8 each 
Any three only $22 


All six for only $40 (20 ss) 


OM AROUND THE WORLD! 


GIRL WRESTLING TOURNAMENT 
From Scotland . .. three excellent matches! The first bout 
matches the powerful Carolyn against the smaller but cat-quick 
Trina, A classic pairing of strength and experience against speed 
and spirit! The second match features Debbie, one of the 
toughest, most skilled wrestlers ever to appear on video. And 
you'll marvel at the ability of her opponent, Thea, to absorb 


punishment and come back fighting! The beautiful Julie opposes 


CASS , ES " ~) the buxom payin the next contest. Julie appears to be 
for as little as ; > overmatched, but quickly proves she’s as deadly on the mat as 
: | she is beautiful! *“RGV3 


TOURNAMENT TIGRESSES 

Brings you the final matches of the tournament — and they are 3 
gems! The first pairs Alison against June, This match erupts into a 
brawl before the openning bell sounds. The two girls never let up. 
Both are tough, strong and merciless. Bout 2 features club champion 
Lorraine, a tall, powerful beauty, against Suzie who is smaller but no 
less Aatennainen 6 Suzie gives Lorraine a rough time, but finally the 
EACH "| champ exhibits a body scissor that goes beyond being punishment . . . 
. ‘ ‘ it's paralyzing! The final match pits the champ Lorraine against the 
in quantity ~~ former champ Shiela. This is a contest you'll long remember. It’s 

female wrestling at it's finest! *RGV-4 


BIKINI BOXING & WRESTLING 
Features those kinky ladies of the British Isles. Bout one 
between Lori and Julie starts off as a boxing contest, but 
things quickly get out of hand and the gloves come off. Body 
slams and knee drops are used with devasting effect. The 
action is feverish. Highly recommended! The second 
encounter pits big Chinky, against trim, but murderous, Wilma 
in a bikini battle for survival. Both combatants are adept at 
illegal moves. Neither girl can keep contained in the skimpy 


-— a lsien bikini. A feast for lovers of violent female flesh! #RGV-11 


ONE TAPE 2 TAPES 3 TAPES 4 TAPES 5 TAPES 6 TAPES 


$60 $110 | $150 | $176 | $185 | $198 


' > 
save $10 save $30 save $64 save $115 On Sen 


illustrated CATFIGHT BOOKS 


WINNER TAKE ALL COLLECTORS CARTOON CLASSICS 


‘ - A 7 cartoon features by ENEG. The action-packed 
A bargain at twice the price, with over 80 stories are: Husband Beater; The Fighters; Dark ‘ : 
action-packed illustrations plus text! Witness Conquest; Boots and Battle; Lydia; La Able a THE 800K op 


hairpulling, punching, kicking and breast Amazon; Rags and Riches Rumble. A collectors ; £ ths 
clawing action from start to finish. 6 storiesin dream come true! : 

one book! A must for catfight fans who like TT 

their action down and dirty! BOOK OF BA LING TEENS 


Jam-packed with graphic fights between aggres- 


WRESTLING & BOXING FR 
ONE HOUR “Yee 


sive teenage beauties. Featured is a most savage 
RIP ROARING and erotic catfight, “Teenage Tigress,” with 13 
CATFIGHTS full-page illustrations plus 8 pages of text. Also 


included is “Teacher's Pet” and the face sitting 
classic Four Teens Fight.” 


FREE $7 BOOK 
Buy all 4 books and receive 
FREE “A GALLERY OF FIGHTING 
FEMALES" a $7 value. 


ApAAADAAAA Ss eel 


BOOKS only 


$5 


A sizzling smorgasbord of catfight action. An 
unbelievable ten separate girl fight stories 
filled with some of the best hairpulling, kicking, 
punching catfight illustrations ever to come 
off of the talented pens of Stanton, Eneg and 
Glen. Over 100 eye-poppping illustrations! 


Vevevererr tS 


*, 


mail order to: JEMS, INC. MAKE CHECKS & M.0, PAYABLE TO JEMS, INC. 
: 310 Cedar Lane © Teaneck, New Jersey 07666 Checks must await bank clearance. 
Please send the item(s) | have selected. 
| VIDEO CASSETTES: Specify COVHS 0 BETA Foreign only: CO PAL | enclose $ (including correct postage 
| CO#VF-101 FIGHTING WILDCATS............ $60 CO #RGV-3 GIRL WRESTLING TOURNAMENT ...... $60 | indicated) as payment in full. Sorry no C.0.D.’s 
| CO #VC-11 INTERNATIONAL BATTLE ROYAL ..... $60 C) #RGV-4 TOURNAMENT TIGRESSES .......... $60 | posTAGE & HANDLING CHARGES: For faster service, please be sure 
CO#RGV-7 SUBMIT OR SUFFER. ..........-- $60 CO #RGV-11 BIKINI BOXING & WRESTLING ....... $60 | you include correct postage. ceva ye waaes $3 postage - 
21 to $60 add t — $61 to $1 t _ 
| Pinaceae) ELST EIB OSI SS FIG A SS ES peek S101 and over add $8 postage. ides 
| Canadian residents remit in U.S. funds, 
Domestic & Imported, All-Actlon, Color-Filled MAGAZINES: TEI CIRAMESRSEIGINUS Tonle pecenaney: Aas OweRTe 
COCATIFIGHTS GALORE Premiere /ssue ......+..- $8 CO FIGHTING HELLCATS #5 «2... cess eeeeneees $8 | for air mail. Also add $1 extra for each book and magazine you 
he) RSPAS IALOR Res SISA As a) anh dain oe = a eM it rae us Wie oip-sierpretptal vas Wie zs order. You will receive credit for excess postage. 
CO AMAZONS IN ACTION 433 ........+4++.+ +58 CIBATTLING AMAZONS #3 «0... .0..e eee eee 
| have ordered C13 for $22 CVAII6 for $40 (/ save $8) NAME (Print) 
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Schultz is pointing to the only man he feels can defeat him. 
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The Man Behind The Wrestler 


by Sue Lewicki 


Photos by Michael A. Lepore 


When a person hears the name 
David Schultz, they immediately 
think of ‘Dr. D,” the infamous, 
grueling wrestler who is known for 
injuring many opponents and 
made wrestling history by striking 
ABC—TV 20/20 reporter John 
Stossel on nationwide television. 
Dr. D the wrestler is all business. 
From the time he enters the ring to 
the time he pins his opponent, he 
keeps the fans on the edge of their 
seats with his style of wresting. 
This is certainly one man who can 
go down as a true ring veteran. 
Victories for him are always 
earned, never handed out. He is 
too proud of a wrestler, and per- 
son, to accept a victory that he did 
not earn. He believes in pinning 
his opponent rather than winning 
on a disqualification or count out. 
The Doctor also believes that 
knowledge, experience and hard 


work have made him the prominent 


wrestler he is today. 

Schultz was trained by former 
Southern Heavyweight champion 
Herb Welch. The Doctor credits 
Welch for teaching him how to be 
victorious as well as how to take 
the falls. Welch explained that you 
can’t always be on top but, while 
you are there, grab for all the glory. 

Wrestling has always been the 
number one career choice for Dr. 
D. He has spent over fourteen 
years in the business already. 
Through all of them he has shown 
total dedication to his work. Due to 
his persistence he has earned 
over eighteen different champion- 
ship titles throughout his extraordi- 
nary career. 

Within three years of his first 
professional appearance, David 
Schultz had become the Southern 
Heavyweight champion. Quite an 
accomplishment for a beginner! 
His success was prominent in 
single matches as well as tag team 
bouts. Perhaps his most memora- 
ble pairing was with ‘‘Loverboy”’ 
Dennis Condrey. Together, they 
went on to become champs. 

No wrestler can have a success- 
ful career without injuries and Dr. 


D is no exception to that rule. He 
has suffered broken shoulders, 
ankles and fingers, a cut nerve 
and a slipped disc from wrestling. 
However, the most severe of all his 
injuries occurred in a steel cage 
match against Ron Fuller. 

In an attempt to climb over the 
top of the cage to be victorious 
once again, Schultz caught the 
second finger of his left hand in 
the jagged steel at the top of the 
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cage. In a desperate attempt to 
free his finger, and continue the 
match, he yanked it loose with all 
his might. The end result took over 
two dozen stitches to repair. 

Looking back on that incident 
today, The Doctor states, “Even 
though the pain was sometimes 
unbearable and the blood seemed 
to be flowing endlessly, if | had it to 
do all over again | still would have 
stuck with my decision to continue 
the match. | was never a quitter 
and | wasn’t going to let an injury 
stand in my way of being 
victorious.” 

And, continue he did, knowing 
full well he could be facing the loss 
of his finger. It is incidents such as 
this that show the stamina and 
determination the Doctor portrays. 


Canada and the C.WA. (Mem- 


He has proven beyond a shadow of 
a doubt that only the strong sur- 
vive. He’s been surviving quite 
well over the last fourteen years. 
The Doctor has toured the world, 
wrestling in such areas as Egypt, 
Japan, West Germany and South 
Africa, where he received a police 
escort to and from the different 
shows due to his overwhelming 
popularity. He’s also spent a great 
deal of time wrestling through 


Dr. D. and some of his students. 
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phis). Throughout his travels, he’s 
always left behind a trail of endless 
victories over those who tried to 
defeat him. 

He is an excellent grappler with 
a list of victories that include pin- 
falls over almost every top notch 
wrestler in the sport today. Names 
and faces do not impress him, only 
victory does. Schultz is the first to 
proudly boast, “! am one of the 
few who hold a pinfall victory over 
Hulk Hogan!” 

The feud between “Dr. D” David 
Schultz and Hulk Hogan is legend- 
ary among wrestling fans. They 
have had some of the bloodiest 
battles in wrestling history. During 
one of these battles, Hogan gave 
the Doctor a blow to the head, 
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Schultz poses with his proteges, the Power Twins. 


which required twenty-eight 
stitches to close. It wasn’t long 
before Schultz returned the favor 
by busting open the upper corners 
of the Hulkster’s eyes. To this day 
their feud remains unsettled. 
Events like this have provoked 
the Doctor to write up an open 
challenge to any professional 
wrestler who thinks he can pin him 
in the center of the squared circle. 
As the Doctor put it, ‘‘! will wrestle 
any professional, ESPECIALLY 
Hulk Hogan, any time, any place, 


in a match called ‘Thunderdome’”’. 


The ‘Thunderdome’ is a steel 
cage match but with the top of the 
cage closed. Two wrestlers enter 
and only the better man will have 
the stamina to leave. Dr. D is so 
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confident that he states, “! promise 
| will leave the cage victorious 
within five minutes of the opening 
bell. That means five minutes no 
matter what man in the world is in 
there with me.” 

The determination and exuber- 
ance he possesses in the ring, 
mask the true man behind the 
dominant wrestler. “Business is 
business but when I’m home I’m 
like any other devoted family 
man,” Schultz stated. y 

When you see him with his wife, 
Peggy, and daughter Jessica, you 
can truly see the David Schultz no 
one really knows. He has been 
married for eighteen years and 
has worked extremely hard to give 
his family everything they have 


today. He is unselfish and caring 
and without a doubt a man one is 
always privileged to know. 

Since he is not on the road that 
often anymore after leaving the 
World Wrestling Federation, he 
has started his own school for 
future wrestling hopefuls. He care- 
fully screens all his applicants and 
chooses only those he feels will be 
successful. 

They must posses the endur- 
ance to complete his six-month 
training course. After that they are 
welcome to stay on with him and 
train while wrestling professionally. 

While it takes the average wres- 
tler at least seven or eight years to 
become properly honed and have 
their reflexes down pat, Schultz 


There’s more to training than just being in the ring. 


can cut that time down to three or 
four years for his students due to 
his method of training. He instills 
knowledge as well as confidence 
in his proteges. 

He is training approximately 
eleven future champions at the 
present time. Two of them are 
David and Larry, who are better 
known as The Power Twins. They 
are over six feet tall and weigh in 
at three hundred pounds each. 
They are truly an awesome tag 
team with the confidence and 
power to defeat any team they 
come up against. By watching 
them work it is easy to see they 
were trained by the best possible 
teacher available today. 

Ask anyone that knows him and 
they will tell you that the Doctor is 
one of a kind. He has a hard time 
understanding why some pro- 
moters refuse to hire him and why 
some wrestlers refuse to get in the 
ring with him again. He is upset 
that so many people fear him and 
the image that he was so mistak- 
enly labeled with. 

He often wonders why the World 
Wrestling Federation will not hire 
him back and give him a much’ 
deserved shot at the champion 
Hulk Hogan. “! was only doing 
what | was trained to do. Every 
wrestler has their own style of 
wrestling and just because mine is 
more aggressive than most, some 


other wrestlers are afraid of me. If 
they gave me half a chance they 
would see that my ring savvy is 
basically the same as other ag- 
gressive wrestlers”, Schultz stated 
during an interview. 

The Doctor has recently formed 
his own promotion under the ban- 
ner of New England Wrestling 
Association, of which he is the 
current Heavyweight champion. 
They are scheduling shows in 
most all the New England States 
for the upcoming months. The 
group is destined to be successful 
with the Doctor as its co-ordinator 
and some of his most experienced 
students eagerly demonstrating 
their natural talents brought out by 
Schultz’s skillful training. 

lf you have the opportunity to 
attend one of their shows, by all 
means do so, you won’t be 
disappointed! x 


Dr. D. proves destroying Hogan is as easy 
as ripping paper. 


*Personal note...After spending 
three days at Passriello’s Quest, 
the gym where Dr. D trains his 
future wrestlers, we left with re- 
spect and admiration for the man 
so many people have grown to 
fear. We openly admit we were 
nervous at first but, after spending 
time with him, we knew the name 
called ‘Dr. D” was a truly noble 
person. If there’s ever a man to 
believe in, you can bet our choice 
would be “‘Dr. D” David Schultz. Schultz is a man who stands proud.’ 
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GREAT NOVELTIES & JOKES FOR YOU! 


pa on SRSA HOLLYWOOD Hapa Fedeteloteielaheloheloholelototohet 
GET =: 2-CAN * 
4 MASSIVE! 4 BLOOD oh c “easier Ne sees 
x Champion * CAPSULES Lu KA f by remote control. re 
Dal Bodybuliders * Blood fi tr in| while your hands play 
revealed! How lows from your mouth to trisbee or clap for your af 
* x the HORROR of onlookers! Pre- ' 
people tend you had a fight or bit your sports heroes! Bright * 
* bulld * tongue. A SHOCKER! A whole red, durable and tong- x 
« Siroig arms, eas pts Sinua, Ee te-ies x set of capsules $3.10. lasting. Long straw + 
course wor clures. Resulls nd ni 
ster ce,wens Soucoc ue NEEL SNAPPING |f sits nse sc * 
je coune'saso x hi ; GUM hebroet:"Youniraemy fe id 
ERMA HK Khe : Looks like an ordinary pack SM Noticed! 2-CAN ORINK- 
= of gum. Except it snaps fp ING HELMET $10.95 Ba 
STINK SPRAY! , yout vietim remove stent 3 
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LOUD NOSE 
BLOWER way) 


You sound just like 
the real thing — ONLY 
20 TIMES LOUDER! 
Everyone turns around 
and stares at you with 


rks hundreds of times — 
$2.75. ’ 


| BRICK 


Glve them the scare 
of their life! Realistic 
brick made of soft’! 
foam rubber bounces 
oft harmlessly. 
WHEW! $3.80. 


MIDGET SPY 
CAMERA 


Takes secret Pictures using = 
Standard 126 flim. Tiny work. 

Ing camera fits In palm of si 
hand. Even a child can use it. 
Black & White or Color pic. 
tures —12 per cartridge —big 
3V2 x 3¥2 prints you develop 
at any photo shop or privately at home. Weighs less 


Legend has it that this TERRIBLE spray was devel- 
vied ay three noted scientisis—PROFESSORS 
YUCH, ECH and BLARF—atter a steady diet of chili 
and beans. Just one spray from this can, and every: 
body in the room wants to know who did “IT’—or if 
the dog was BAD. You won't belleve the hilarious RE-| laughter and amaze- 
. and you'll naver stop laughin latch people 
tun from the room—FAST! Long- fasting Hounce can, merit Only $2.55. 


O,STENCH SPRAY .................. 4. <PoX” WHOOPEE 
x GeO! CUSHION! 


‘The world's most famous 
gaa! inflate the rubber 
hoopee Cushion like a bal- 
loon, and place it on a chair 
or couch, When your inno- 
cent victim sits on the cush- 
ion, it emits embarrassing 
noises for which there are no 


kk 


Youhalchtive 
toe in Sea Monkey 

i tamily in mi- 
nutes. Great 
pels. Seathem 


lydotricks. You 
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T 1 } than 2 oz. yet bullt heavy-duty to last, With easy In- 
x a oon sites Suncempreriiainen: structions, eye-level view!llnder, super-sharp (0 8. 

"SEAMONKEY EGGS, BigFoodSupply 4 REALISTIC! Tony Oreaaet gpurse or hand. Always ready for 
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WRESTLER’S 
BIRTHDAYS 


Anyone wishing to add to or change list, 
write to: Wrestling Fury c/o Jems Inc. 


PRO. Box 138 Marlboro, NJ 07746 
Att: Birthday Editor 


Wish Your 


CAPRICORN (December 22-January 20) Bounty Hunter March 6th 
Tatsumi Fujinami December 23 Chick Donovan March 7th 
Demolition Ax December 27 Iron Sheik March 15th 
“Leaping” Lanny Poffo December 28 Rick Martel March 18th 
Candi Divine January 1st Scott Casey March 19th 
Art Crews January 3rd Chief Joe Lightfoot March 19th 
ee Bice easy oe Lanny Poffo was born right after Christmas. 
B. Brian Blair January 12th 

“Hacksaw” Jim Duggan January 14th 

Ted DiBiase January 19th 

AQUARIUS (January 21-February 19) 

Mark Curtis January 21st 

Tully Blanchard January 22nd 

Dominic DeNucci January 23rd 

Le Lani Kai January 23rd 

Giant Baba January 23rd 

Akira Maeda January 24th 

Sonny King January 26th 

Jimmy Jack Funk January 28th 

Wolfgang Von Heller January 30th 

Ivan Putski January 31st 

Dennis Condrey February 1st 

Kerry Von Erich February 3rd 

Marty Jannetty February 3rd 

Tiger Chung Lee February 7th 

Freddie Blassie February 8th 

Jim “The Anvil’ Neidhart February 8th 

Chris Adams February 10th 

One Man Gang February 12th 

Baby Doll February 13th 

“Dr. D” David Schultz February 16th 

John Studd February 19th 

Dory Funk Jr. February 19th 

PISCES (February 20-March 20) 

Terry Gibbs February 20th 

Antonio Inoki February 20th 

Ric Flair February 25th 

Ricky Steamboat February 28th 

Missing Link February 28th 

Ronnie Garvin February 28th 

Danny Davis (Canadian) March 4th 

Ron Ritchie March 6th 

Killer Khan March 6th 
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Favorite Wrestler 
A Happy! Part Il 


Shaska Whatley is a Capricorn. 


ARIES (March 21-April 19) 


Buck Zumhofe March 21st Robert Gibson is a Cancerian. 

Christopher Love March 26th 

Swede Hanson March 27th 

Curt Henning March 28th 

Michael “P.S.” Hayes March 29th 

S.D. Jones March 20th 

Pete Sanchez April 4th 

Samoan Sika April 5th 

Tony Anthony April 12th 

Larry Winters April 14th 

“Rowdy” Roddy Piper April 17th 

Little Beaver April 18th 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 

Brutus Beefcake April 21st 

Brian Fisher April 21st 

Tony Atlas April 23rd 

Terry ‘‘Bam Bam’ Gordy April 23rd 

Wendell Cooley April 25th - : 

Sivi Afi April 28th Brad Armstrong June 15th 

Sunshine April 29th Otto Wanz June 15th 

Rex Moondog May 2nd Dingo Warrior June 16th 

Mr. Fuji May 4th Salvatore Bellomo June 18th 

Don Kernodle May 5th Wahoo McDaniel June 19th 

Princess Victoria May 5th Hercules Gavin June 20th 

Giant Kamala May 8th Mark Youngblood June 21st 

Tito Santana May 10th 

Verne Gagne May 10th CANCER (June 22-July 22) 

Steve Williams May 14th Paul Jones June 24th 

Tommy Rogers May 14th Randy Scott June 26th 

Kevin Von Erich May 15th Davey O’Hannon June 26th 

Johnny Rodz May 16th Terry Funk June 30th 

Tiger Conway Jr. May 18th Tom Magee July 1st 

Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka May 18th Bret “Hit Man” Hart July 2nd 

Dick Slater May 19th Steve Olsonoski July 3rd 

Andre the Giant May 19th Barry Windham July 4th 

Dale Veasey May 20th Billy Jack Haynes July 10th 
Tiger Jackson July 13th 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) Jerry Valiant July 15th 

Bob Bradley May 29th Jesse Ventura July 15th 

Jake ‘‘The Snake” Roberts May 30th Carlos Colon July 18th 

Gorilla Monsoon June 4th Robert Gibson July 19th 

Spot Moondog June 6th Fabulous Moolah July 21st 

“Cactus” Jack Foley June 7th Bob Roop July 22nd 

Mando Guerrero June 9th Shawn Simpson July 22nd 


WRESTLING FURY 41 


——ON THE SPOT WITH BEN— 


by Brewster Molesky 
Photos by Lester Foster 
and Orest Zymndak 


My first conversation with Ben 
Bassarab coincided with my very 
first visit to a weightlifting gym. 
Ben was there working shoulders 
and traps. | must have sounded 
like a typical fan as | raved end- 
lessly about his exploits in the 


BASSARAB 


ring. But, Ben was patient. He 
graciously agreed to fill me in on 
what’s happening in his life. 

Ben’s been busier than ever 
lately. He’s no longer associated 
with Stampede Wrestling, a situa- 
tion which may or may not change 
in coming months. These days he 
wrestles for two recently formed 
promotions, both based in Edmon- 
ton. The North American Wrestling 
Association started up in July and 


By climbing over the cage, Ben insures another victory. 


Superstar Wrestling opened up a 
month later, covering a circuit of 
several smaller cities around Al- 
berta. Both groups show potential. 
Does working for two competing 
companies ever create conflict? 
“Not for me,” says Ben. “‘! go 
where | please. A wrestler goes 
wherever there’s wrestlin.” 

And Ben Bassarab is definitely a 
wrestler. No doubt about it! 
WF: It’s obvious you work out in 


Ben Bassarab 


Bassarab is in full control over Duke Myers. 


the gym a lot and you must have at 
least some good habits in your 
lifestyle to maintain your level of 
conditioning. Is it difficult to make 
it to the gym daily when there are 
so many more enjoyable 
alternatives? ‘ 
BEN BASSARAB: Working out 
isn’t the most unpleasant thing in 
the world. Only the people who 
never exercise think it is. Working 
out can even be habit-forming. 
WF: But, you do have other things 
on your mind occasionally? All 
work and no play... 

BB: You have to keep a balance, 
yeah. Too much of a good thing 
can have negative effects whether 
training or partying. But they can 
live together comfortably. Each 
one compliments the other. 

WF: How many days a week do 
you train? 

BB: Just about every day. It’s good 
to take a day off now and then but | 
don’t like to miss too many days. 
As long as | get in five or six days a 
week, | feel good. 

WF: What do you do for exercise? 
BB: Different things. Definitely 
lifting weights but it’s good to have 
some variety in your program. 
Each type of activity stimulates the 
body in a different way. Strength is 


a pretty useful thing to have in the 
ring but you need the endurance 
too. 
WF: So, do you vary your routine? 
BB: Yeah. | like running. Some- 
times I'll jog at a leisurely pace for 
two or three hours. Othertimes, I'll 
sprint to build up my wind. Like | 
said, strength and power are great 
assets, but a wrestler needs condi- 
tioning and endurance to keep up 
the pace. A lot of guys are real 
fanatics about their training. If you 
go in the ring out of shape, you’re 
dead. 
WF: Especially considering the 
modern style of wrestling, with its 
emphasis on high-flying action. 
BB: Exactly! | mean, it’s still impor- 
tant to know the basic holds and 
takedowns and all that but the fans 
like a faster style than they did in 
the old days. The days of laying in 
one hold for six hours are long 
gone! 
WF: A lot of people, not only the 
fans but even the other wrestlers, 
were impressed with the way you 


stood up to the Viet Cong Express. 


They pretty well walked all over 
other teams on the Stampede 
circuit, using moves that no one 
around here has ever seen before. 
| was amazed at how well you and 


your partner Johnny Smith 
adapted to the Cong’s style. How 
were you able to anticipate and 
counter their unusually aggressive 
methods? 
BB: | saw the Viet Cong Express in 
action during a tour in Japan. | 
never actually wrestled either of 
them on that tour but | did get a 
chance to watch some of their 
matches. It’s hard not to be im- 
pressed by those guys. A lot of 
concentration and precision. Any- 
way, after I’d been back in Canada 
for awhile, Stu Hart mentioned that 
the Express was headed this way. 
Stu asked if I’d be interested in 
finding a partner to go against 
them and | agreed. Johnny Smith 
and | had teamed up successfully 
before, so | asked him. We started 
training in the ring with the help of 
our good friend Mr. Hito in Calgary. 
| knew what we were up against, 
so | got pretty psyched up. | don’t 
think I’ll ever forget those matches! 
WF: The fans aren’t likely to forget 
those matches either! Who else 
would you rank among your tough- 
est opponents? 
BB: The answer to that could take 
all night! Everytime you go into the 
ring you have to tell yourself you’re 
going against your toughest oppo- 
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nent. If you don’t, you might not be 
concentrating as hard as you 
should and that’s when you can 
make mistakes. 

WF: But there must be someone 
who really stands out in your mind. 
BB: Well, yeah. Duke Myers and 
Kerry Brown would have to fit in 
there somewhere. Guys like that 
are big and strong and they know 
how to use their weight to their 
advantage. They’re experienced 
pros who don’t mind taking short- 
cuts during a match. Then there’s 
Bad News Allen. You don’t go into 
the ring with him expecting a wres- 
tling match. If things aren’t going 
his way, he won’t hesitate to grab a 
weapon, anything that’s within 


reach. The guy’s a hell of an ath- 
lete too. | can’t understand why he 
feels he has to resort to the things 
he does. He’ll do anything to win. 
WF: All that you’ve mentioned 
have been big names with Stam- 
pede Wrestling at one time or an- 
other. But, it’s been several months 
since you've appeared on any of 
their cards. Any particular reason 
you’re no longer associated with 
them? 

BB: No, not really. 

WF: Did the N.A.W.A. or Superstar 
Wrestling offer you a better finan- 
cial deal than Stampede, or, is it 
too personal to mention? 

BB: It’s very simple. | just wanted 
to broaden my horizons a little. 


WF: | see. So, now you’re working 
for two separate promotions, as we 
mentioned, and both are based in 
Edmonton. Do they work together 
at all, or, would you describe them 
as rivals? 

BB: Guess you could call them 
rivals? 

WF: From what I’ve seen, they 
both have a lot of potential. Do you 
think either promotion is more 
likely to succeed than the other? 
BB: Hard to say. | don’t really dwell 
on it much. I’ll keep on working for 
them as long as they want me. 
Remember the old saying...A 
wrestler goes where ever there’s 
wrestling. They both have a good 
chance of succeeding, whether 


Bassarab executes a perfect Boston Crab. 


they work together or not. There’s 
one thing they have in common 
and that’s a good mix of talent. 
Both have a few well known, estab- 
lished names and they have a lot 
of young lesser known but very 
ambitious guys. Some of the newer 
guys I’ve seen on the shows looks 
like they’ll make names for them- 
selves before long. 

WF: | don’t imagine the estab- 
lished stars are too eager to give 
up their positions. 

BB: That’s what makes it interest- 
ing. Once you know what it feels 
like to be on top, nothing else will 
do. You pick up a few tricks of the 
trade along the way. Some of them 
aren’t very sportsmanlike, but 
they’re effective. The more suc- 
cessful you are, the longer you last 
and the more determined you are 
to hang on to what you’ve got. No 
matter what it takes: like Les 
Thornton. Les has been on some 
of the N.A.W.A. shows lately. 
Everyone knows Les is one of the 
best technical wrestlers in the 
business. He is one of those guys 
who adjusts to whatever style his 
opponent uses. If you want to wres- 
tle, fine. But, he’ll fight too, if that’s 
what it takes. You don’t screw 
around with Les. 

WF: Yeah. | remember seeing Les 
in some really great matches. An- 
other guy | noticed on a few 
N.A.W.A. shows is “Dr. D” David 
Schultz. Is he still around? 

BB: Not lately. He worked a few 
shows then got suspended for 
something or other. I’m not sure 
what the story behind that is. 

WF: There are a few other interest- 
ing prospects in the N.A.W.A. 
Those big twins from Edmonton 
look like they have possibilities. 
BB: Rich and Paul Lauman, right? 
There’s a lot of raw talent up here 
that | think will develop into some- 
thing serious, | notice a certain 
look that comes over those guys 
when they watch the big names in 
the ring. Like they can’t wait to get 
under the spotlight themselves. It’s 
a hungry look and | remember the 
feeling! 

WF: It seems to me that the 
N.A.W.A. has its share of freaks, 
too. 

BB: Yeah, like Zeke the Geek and 
Buddy Frankenstein. Those two 
are really screwed up. One night | 
walked into the wrong dressing 
room and ran right into those guys. 
Joe Tomasso (their manager) was 


ee 


feeding them real live insects! | 
couldn’t believe what | was seeing. 
They would actually eat the bugs 
and wash them down with beer. 
Now, is that sick, or what? 

WF: You might say that. You’re 
referring, of course, to Tiger Joe 
Tomasso, who was, at one time, a 
big draw in this area. 

BB: Yeah. Tiger’s been around 
too. | can’t imagine what a guy 
with his background is doing with 
a pair of weirdos like them. 

WF: So, Superstar Wrestling has a 
few names that might be familiar to 
Stampede fans. 

BB: Yeah, two of the more popular 
are Duke Myers and Drago 
Zhivago. |’m well acquainted with 
those two from my Stampede 
Wrestling days. Most of the fans 
only know Drago as a manager. 
He’s actually a pretty competent 
wrestler too. He’s definitely got a 
head problem, but |’ll have to give 
credit where it’s due. Rich and 
Paul Lauman wrestle for Superstar 
also. There’s even a Joey Bishop 
wrestling on the circuit, but | don’t 


Bassarab demonstrates his aerial capabilities. 


think he’s the original! 

WF: You've told me before but, for 
the benefit of the readers, give me 
a brief rundown on your amateur 
career. 

BB: Well, as a kid in Philadelphia, 
| was always interested in wrestling 
but it was usually professional 
wrestling that kept my attention 
although | wrestled in high school. 
By that time we had moved to Can- 
ada. | wrestled in the 198-pound 
division for St. Herod’s High 
School in Alberta. 

WF: What advice would you offer 
to any young people who have a 
desire to join the ranks of profes- 
sional wrestling? 

BB: Well, the most obvious would 
be to check into things before you 
pay anyone to teach you. Don’t fall 
to pieces every time something 
doesn’t go your way. Never stop 
working out. That’s the main thing, 
never stop working out. Oh yea, 
one more thing. 

WF: What's that? 

BB: | think it’s time you bought the 
next round of beer! 
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Portrait of a Champion 
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by Sue Lewicki 


Standing six feet five inches tall 
and weighing in at two hundred 
and seventy pounds, Lex Luger is 
one of the most impressive men in 
the sport of wrestling today. 

When his career first began, he 
entered under the guidance of 
wrestling great Hiro Matsuda. He 
made his professional debut in 
Daytona Beach, Florida on Octo- 
ber 31, 1985. His first opponent 
was Ed “The Bull” Gantner and 
Luger easily, and without breaking 
a sweat, put him-down for a three- 
count. 

Less than twenty days later he 
became the Florida Southern 
Heavyweight champion by defeat- 
ing Chief Wahoo McDaniel. He 
would hold that title until January 
15, 1986. That night, in Tampa, he 
was defeated by Jesse Barr. 

Extremely upset by his defeat, 
Luger vowed to regain the champi- 
onship title he felt rightfully be- 
longed to him. On February 14, 
1986, in Orlando, Florida, he did 
just that. 

He suffered a major upset in his 
young career on June 9, 1986, 
also in Orlando. After winning the 
first of three falls in a match 
against National Wrestling Alliance 
Heavyweight champion, Ric Flair, 
he was brutally attacked by Ed 
“The Bull’’ Gantner and Kareem 
Muhammad. Luger was injured so 
severely he had to spend time in 
the hospital. 

Quickly. recovering and coming 
on stronger than ever, he joined 
forces with Tyree Pride to meet Ed 
“The Bull” Gantner and Kareem 
Muhammad in the squared circle. 
Luger was so confident about win- 
ning that he put his title on the 
line. Quite unusual that a single 
title be at stake in a tag team 
match but, Luger explained he did 
it for Tyree. After a hard-fought 
battle, Lex and Pride exited victori- 
ous and the belt remained around 
Luger’s waist. 

Lex wasn’t so lucky on July 22 
when he went up against the 
Masked Superstar. His foot was 
caught up in the ropes during the 
match and the Superstar took full 
advantage of the situation. 

He struck Luger with a foreign 
object he had previously hidden in 
his mask, rendering his helpless. 
This enabled the Masked Super- 


Nikita and Luger battled for the U.S. Heavyweight title. 


Lex was victorious and took the title. 


star to pin him for the three count 
and win the championship. 

The Superstar’s reign was a 
short one as only one week later 
Lex came back on fire as he ex- 
ploded in a rematch by pinning the 
Superstar and regaining the title 
which was rightfully his. 

He continued defending the title 
throughout the Florida area. All the 
while he was wrestling stronger 
and stronger, he was keeping a 
watchful eye on the N.W.A. World 
Heavyweight Ric Flair. Confident in 
the knowledge that he had come 
very close to defeating the ‘‘Nature 
Boy” on a few occasions, Luger 


knew the time had finally arrived 
for him to head to the N.W.A. 

However, when he got there, 
instead of opposing Flair, Luger 
impressed James J. Dillon and his 
Horsemen so much they immedi- 
ately made him a member. He was 
no longer the fan-favorite. 

Shortly after becoming a Horse- 
men, Luger was taught how to take 
punishment and how to dish it out. 
Many people to this day are sur- 
prised he is using rule-breaking 
tactics to win because he is cer- 
tainly capable of winning on ability 
alone. 

Along with his rise in popularity, 
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Lex has turned to rulebreaking ways. 


Luger has been on a virtual tidal 
wave through opponents. However, 
he is not surprised at his success. 
“| have always said Lex Luger is 
the single biggest attraction in 
professional sports,’’ says Luger. 
“| knew | decided to come to the 
N.W.A. because | would be making 
the right move. It has benefited me 
as well as all the wrestling fans 
around the world.” 

Luger also feels becoming a 
Horseman has greatly improved 
his life. “Now | drive a $60,000 
Porsche, wear the best custom 
tailored suits, travel in my private 
jet and stay in the finest hotels,” 
boasts Lex. “Il have already made 

48 WRESTLING FURY 


an unbeatable name for myself 
here and | plan to stay a very long 
time,” he continued. 

So, for now Luger seems to be 
unstoppable. His recent win over 
Nikita Koloff for the United States 
Heavyweight title proves that. Ko- 
loff isn’t an easy man to take down 
but Luger proved he had the ability 
to do so. A win by Lex means a win 
for the Horsemen. It means an- 
other mark of prestige for the so- 
called elite group. The respect of 
the Horsemen will not be blown by 
a loss, but a win will just be an- 
other notch in the long list of ac- 
complishments of the Four Horse- 
men. It is what they need, and, 


aye 
‘iF 


4 ad = 
a ee 


most of all, what they expect. 

Luger enjoys making his oppo- 
nents submit to the pain of his 
bearhug. “‘l love listening to their 
ribs crack and their screams of 
agony,” he says. “| can clamp on 
a bearhug like no other man in the 
sport today. When they lose to me, 
they know they've been defeated 
by greatness,” brags Luger. 

As he faces opponent after op- 
ponent, defending the U.S. title, 
Luger has yet to fall to one. Who 
will stop this machine? You can 
only feel sympathy for those in his 
way. He sets his sights high and 
with his knowledge, strength, and 
know-how, how can he lose! * 


a 
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““Gentleman’’ 
Chris Adams 


photo by 
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——— DINGO WARRIOR——— 


The New Kid In Town 


by Sue Lewicki 


Even though his face is new to the 
World Federation fans, he is 
quickly becoming one of their fa- 
vorites. His name is Dingo Warrior 
and he came to the W.W.F. from 
the World Class Championship 
area. His reign there proved to be 
a successful one and he hopes to 
continue to carry on that same 
success here. 

Dingo has that special and 
unique talent which enables him to 
wrestle scientifically, or rough and 
rugged, depending on his oppo- 
nent. His style and flexibility make 
him the envy of many other 
wrestlers. 

Only being in the federation a 
short time, Dingo has won the 
hearts of many a fan. Entering the 
ring with painted face and arm 
bands, his aura either leaves the 
audience speechless or standing 
at attention. 

At only twenty-eight years of 
age, Dingo has already held two of 
the highest achievable titles of- 
fered to the best wrestler in the 
World Class (Texas) Area. Along 
with Lance Von Erich, he held the 
Texas World Tag Team Title. He 
also proved strong on his own 
when he won the Texas Heavy- 
weight championship title from 
Bob “The Cat” Bradley. That was 
the night ‘Dingomania’ was born. 

After being under the manage- 
ment of Gary Hart when he first 
entered the World Class area, he 
was unbeatable, taking all oppo- 
nents by storm, no matter their 
size or years of experience. He 
pounded his opponents with such 
force they barely had the opportu- 
nity to fight back. He was consist- 
ently victorious in all of his 
‘matches. What he couldn’t under- 
stand was why he was not given 
any title shots. 

It was then that he decided to 
change things a bit by dropping 
Gary Hart and signing with Per- 
cival Pringel Ill. Percy told Dingo 
he was to compete with his team 
of “Maniac” Matt Borne and “Mad 
Dog” Buzz Sawyer to go up 
against the well-known Von Erich 
brothers from the World Class Six- 
Man Tag Team titles. 

When the time came in the 
match for Dingo to tag out to either 
Sawyer or Borne, both men, under 
the direction of Pringle, turned 
their backs on Dingo, leaving him 
alone to face his three tough oppo- 


nents. This action appalled the 
Warrior and he started thinking 
again about where he was going 
wrong. How can one man be so 
wrong in picking not one, but two 
managers, who didn’t care about 
his future. 

The final blow came when Dingo 
was clotheslined by Borne and 
Sawyer with a chair while doing an 
interview for the television audi- 
ence. After recovering and collect- 
ing his thoughts, he teamed with 
Steve Simpson, the young and 
exciting athlete from South Africa, 


and became an instant fan favorite. 


Teaming with young Simpson was 
the best move he had ever made 
as today he still remains a hero. 

Now he is in a federation that is 
definitely overflowing with the best 
possible talent professional wres- 
tling has to offer. Dingo knows he 
faces a tough battle to the top. 
Only with confidence and knowl- 
edge will he reach his goal. His 
competition is also aware of this 
and they will try everything in their 
power to prevent him from reach- 
ing the top. 

Wrestlers such as the Honky 
Tonk Man, the Inter-Continental 
Champion as of this writing, best 
be on the look-out for the Dingo 
Warrior because he is a definite 
threat to his prestigious title. Dingo 
would easily be a top contender for 
any title the World Wrestling Feder- 
ation has to offer but he has to 
earn the opportunity to go up 
against its champions. 

Dingo’s favorite hold is the 
sledgehammer which is a maneu- 
ver that is capable of putting down 


— 
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the best wrestler for a three-count. 
The Warrior has mastered this 
hold and is not afraid to use it on 
his competition. 

Dingo’s unusual arm attire has 
attracted much controversy in his 
short reign in the federation. As he 
explains it, “They are Dingo War 
Flags. They symbolize my physical 
superiority. | work very hard to 
keep my body in shape as being in 
shape helps you to stay on top 
and, on top is where | want to be. 
You earn what you work for so | am 
working my way towards the Inter- 
Continental championship. My war 
flags are symbols that keep me 
going, moving higher and higher.” 

When asked if he would con- 
sider taking a tag team partner, 
such as Rick Martel or Jimmy 
Powers, Dingo responded by say- 
ing, ‘| would prefer to make the 
climb to the top alone but, ifa 
suitable partner were to come 
along there’s no telling how far we 
could go.’’ Maybe the Hart Foun- 
dation (Bret “Hit Man” Hart and 
Jim “The Anvil’ Neidhart) should 
take note of that comment. If Dingo 


_ were to team up with a partner it 


could just be the combination 
needed to stop the Hart Founda- 
tion in its tracks. 

Whether he’s alone, or with a 
partner, his talent and experience 
speak for themselves. Even though 
in the business only a few short 
years, he has left his mark in every 
city he has traveled through. 

He has made a lasting reputa- 
tion for himself that will forever 
proudly make him part of wrestling 
history. * 
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AVAILABLE NOW! 


A 
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THE STEEL CAGE HAIR MATCH 


Here it is... wrestling as wrestling should be. Action, controversy, and a near 
fan riot finish. Only in Memphis. 


The Stakes Were Set. 


Lawler putting his hair and the southern champion belt on the line against 
Austin Idol, who not only wagered his hair, but in an unprecedented gamble 
deposited $50,000.00 in escrow so that in the event of his defeat, he would refund 
every spectator’s price of admission. Confidence or conspiracy? 


And that’s just the start . . . Included are interviews and match action leading 
up to the hair challenge event. Hosted by Lance Russell, this cassette is the first of 
our golden collector series. Only 1000 cassettes will be duplicated. Each one will 
have a registration number on its gold label. Your name will be recorded in our 
permanent records. The cassette will come to you in a plastic storage case. Your 
memphis hair match is a true collector’s item. Order yours today. 


Not available in stores: .. Save $ 10.00 off retail price by ordering now! 
Send Check or Money Order in the Amount of $45.20 to 
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JEMS INC. 
125 Canal St. Suite 406 
New York, NY 10002 CJ i 


er “e~ . _ Please allow 4 weeks for shipping. VHS BETA 
‘ } : 4. Please rush me copies of Memphis Hair Match 
Name: 
aes 
ity: 


State Zip 


Any sales or transfer to 
Mr. Dennis A, Coralluzzo 
is prohibitive. oo 


» é an exclusive IMM release 


——PATERA IN PICTURES——_ 


A Look At The Former Olympian Then And Now 


Patera traveled a lot to promote his sport. 


aK 
F\ 


A. Patera began his wrestling career at Brigham Young University. 
B. The Mid-Atlantic Heavyweight belt was around Patera’s waist while he was in that area. 


C. Patera decided that blondes have more fun. 


D. Ken was a two time Pan American games finalist and a bronze medalist in the 72 Munich Olympics. 


E. The Grand Wizard and Patera in the W.W.F. 
Ff Ken Patera and his many trophies. While in the A.W.A. Patera took on such legends as Spike Huber. 
G. Patera was the Missouri Heavyweight as well. 
!. Hulk Hogan and Ken Patera are no strangers to each other. 
J. Patera defended his heavyweight title against Pat Patterson. 
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Ken Patera today. 


DiBiase was a good guy while i 
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TED DIBIASE 


Wrestling’s Million Dollar Man 


by L. McMahone 


He is seen arriving at every wres- 
tling show in a chauffeur driven 
limousine with his ever-present 
body guard, Virgil, by his side. He 
is always neatly attired in only the 
finest money can buy. His aura is 
undeceiving of his personality. He 
is the first to boast about his ring 
abilities and his achievements. He 
is the perfect combination of class 
and arrogance. He is Ted DiBiase; 
the Million Dollar Man. 

In the squared circle his talents 
are endless. On any given night, 
wrestling fans all over the world 
can watch him counterattack every 
hold his opponents attempts to 
place on him. He spells confidence | 
in every sense of the word. There 
is no hesitation in his walk, talk or 
ring movements. He is definitely 
one person out to win and every- 
one who meets him can easily tell 
he is all business. 

He demeans the average work- 
ing person, the nine-to-fiver, in 
every way he can possibly think of. 
He offers money, usually in large 
sums, in return for the pleasure he 
receives by humiliating those 
whom he considers common peo- 
ple. He makes them beg, crawl, 
kiss his feet and bark like dogs for 
a mere three hundred dollars. All 
of this is done in front of thousands 
of fans, fans who would all jump at 
the chance to do the same. Surely 
you would think a man with his 
intelligence, or a man with a mil- 
lion dollars could afford to be more 
generous. 

Ted is a second generation wres- 
tler, born to the late “Iron” Mike 
DiBiase. Before entering the World 
Wrestling Federation, DiBiase 
toured throughout the N.W.A., 
U.W.F. and Japan, where he cur- 
rently shares the P.W.F. Tag Team 
title with Stan Hansen. In all of 
these areas, Ted was always a 


crowd-pleaser. But, now in the 


W.W.F., he’s decided to show his 
other side. This is the dark side of 
Mr. DiBiase that he seems to thor- 
oughly enjoy. 

What could a man who is al- 
ready so wealthy expect to obtain 
from the World Wrestling Federa- 
tion? Why, the heavyweight cham- 
pionship that is currently being 
held by Hulk Hogan, of course! “| 
am the only man in professional 
wrestling today who is capable of 
complimenting the title with my 
style of wrestling,” boasts DiBiase. 
“Once the belt is around my waist, 
there isn’t a wrestler in the world 
today who will take it from me,” he 
continued. When he speaks of 
winning this prestigious belt does 
he feel he is qualified enough to 
pin Hogan or does he feel the 
champion has a price like everyone 
else he’s come in contact with? 

In other words, does he have the 
ability to pin the Hulkster down in 
the middle of the squared circle? 
Even though he has proven him- 
self by pinning many an opponent 
since his career began, Hulk Ho- 
gan is a big man who is not easily 
put down for a three-count. Di- 
Biase is sure he will win the belt 
the first chance he has to square 
off against Hogan. 

What happens if he doesn’t? We 
have yet to see bodyguard Virgil 
interfere in a match but, when the 
stakes are high and the Million 
Dollar Man is down, possibly Virgil 
will have no choice. When the title 
is at hand, no stone can be left 
unturned. Virgil could not stand by 
and let the ego of DiBiase be 
bruised by losing to Hogan. 

Or, does Ted have other plans 
for Virgil? Might he be saving him 
for a time when they might team 
together to go after the Hart Foun- 
dation? Bret “Hit Man” Hart and 
Jim “The Anvil” Neidhart are a 
well-oiled unit but can they handle 
the devious DiBiase? Possibly they 
also have a price. 

What does the Million Doliar 
Man gain from disgracing the fans 
as he does? “| know each and 
every one of you out there can be 
bought. Just as each and every 
one of you have your price, so do 
Hulk Hogan, Bret “Hit Man” Hart 
and Jim “The Anvil” Neidhart and 
| know what it is. | promise you | 
am going to buy what is truly mine 
by starting off with the belt Hogan 
now holds. Kiss it good-bye, Hogan 


because soon it will be around my 
waist, where the gold belongs,” 
cried DiBiase. You can bet when 
he feels the time is right he will 
accomplish anything he desires. 
In viewing the competition he 
must face on his climb to the 
heavyweight championship title, 
the Million Dollar Man sits back 
and laughs. “There isn’t any de- 
cent competition here for me. My 
climb to the top will be so easy. 
Easy as throwing money away! No 
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Can DiBiase make it to the top? 


Ta 


one can beat the Million Dollar 
Man.” Only time will tell if he can 
stand behind his words. 

Now that Ted DeBiase has made 
his plans clear to the fans, does he 
expect them to treat him as if he 
already has the title? “l don’t care 
how the fans feel or how they treat 
me. | only live for myself. | don’t 
need to have anyone’s approval for 
what | do or say. | can defeat any- 
one and at anytime,” bragged the 
Million Dollar Man. * 
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


A Wrestling Hotbed! 


Over the last month or so, the 
Pacific Northwest has seen a nu- 
merous amount of wrestlers enter 
the area, along with a large 
amount of injuries sustained by all. 

Art Barr, son of the Pacific North- 
west’s referee Sandy Barr, and 
brother of Jesse Barr, recently 
entered the area. Although inexpe- 
rienced, he is learning quickly and 
improves with every match. Barr is 
very small, weighing in at 228 
pounds, but is a very fast thinker 
and fast on his feet. He has a 
unique talent, like that of Billy Two 
Eagles, of walking on the ropes. 

Another newcomer to the area is 
Bill Casey, a skilled scientific wres- 
tler who is strong and quick. Not 
having wrestled in any other areas, 
he still has a long hard road to 
travel. 


One name surely known by 
many a female fan is that of Steve 
Doll. Steve comes from the World 
Class area and was dubbed South- 
west Rookie of the Year. He has 
proven to be a strong wrestler in 
both single and tag matches and 
has been undefeated since enter- 
ing the Northwest area. Doll is 
already one of the fans’ favorites 
and is surely championship bound. 

The last recent addition to the 
Pacific Northwest was the Super 
Ninja. Many may remember him 
when he was in the A.W.A. along- 
side the infamous Larry Zbyszko. 
Ninja, extremely skilled in the mar- 
tial arts,is bigand strong 
and amazingly quick and 
agile. He is even more dangerous 
since he joined forces with Rip 
“The Crippler” Oliver and his 


by Vicki Laughlan 


Clan. 

On August 1, this area held a 
“Battle of the Belts” in Portland, 
Oregon. Mean Mike Miller, who 
won the Pacific Northwest heavy- 
weight title from Rip Oliver on June 
27, defended his belt against Oli- 
ver’s fellow Clansman “The 
Blonde Bomber” Art Crews in a 
Hair versus Hair match. The bout 
was originally awarded to Crews 
when he pinned Miller but the 
referee, Sandy Barr, was notified 
by the fans that Crews was using 
the ropes and pulling Miller’s tights 
and the decision was reversed. 
Miller retained his title and, as 
announcer Don Cross put it, “Art 
Crews is now the ‘Bald Bomber.’” 

In the other title match, the Pa- 
cific Northwest Tag Team champi- 
ons, Rip “The Crippler” Oliver and 


EY 
Rip Oliver leads his Clan on a path of destruction. 
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Mike Miller, watch out, Oliver is coming for yo 


oie 


Super Ninja is a new addition to the Pacific Northwest. 


The Super Ninja, defended their 
belts against the young team of 
Scott Peterson and Steve Doll ina 
two-out-of-three falls match. The 
Super Ninja displayed his incredi- 
ble talent in the martial arts; how- 
ever, Peterson and Doll were able 
to hold on. They surprised the 
champions by winning the first fall. 
The second fall was a TV time limit 
draw. Peterson and Doll were 
awarded the bout, but Oliver and 
The Super Ninja retained their 
titles. 

In other action that evening, 
newcomer Bill Casey beat the 
Mighty Sputnik in a two-out-of- 
three falls match, Clan member 
“Gorgeous” Joey Jackson pinned 
George Skoaland and Coco Sa- 
moa won over Moondog Ed Moretti 
with a kneeling abdominal stretch. 

During an interview between 
falls of a recent match against 
“Gorgeous” Joey Jackson, Mean 
Mike Miller was viciously attacked 
by the Super Ninja. Miller’s left 
arm was seriously injured by the 
Ninja and even more so by Jack- 
son after he (Miller) returned to the 
ring. The Ninja was able to recover 

the billfold containing $5,000 that 
belonged to Rip Oliver. 


The attack was a last desperate 
effort by Oliver and his Clan, The 
Super Ninja, “Gorgeous” Joey 
Jackson and Art Crews, to regain 
the $5,000 Miller took from Oliver 
a while back. Ever since Miller 
turned clean and left The Clan, 
Oliver has had a $5,000 bounty on 
him. In a title defense against the 
Super Ninja, Miller grabbed the 
billfold that Oliver kept the money 
in and ran. 

The Clan had tried desperately 
to recover the money, but was 
unsuccessful until recently. Oliver 
had promised The Ninja a special 
surprise for recovering his money, 
and The Clan is more determined 
than ever to collect the $5,000 
bounty on Miller. 

The week of August 2 through 
August 9 was especially rough and 
brutal for the wrestlers in the Pa- 
cific Northwest area. Art Barr re- 
ceived a badly bruised right eye, 
Rip “The Crippler” Oliver broke 
two of his ribs, Mean Mike Miller 
suffered an injured lip and a seri- 
ously injured—possibly broken— 
left arm and George Skoaland was 
reported to be out of action for a 
week or so suffering from an un- 
specified injury. *« 
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Q: | have a list of questions con- 
cerning the greatest tag team 
in the world. Of course, I’m 
talking about the incredibly 
talented Hart Foundation! Has 
Jimmy Hart always managed 
them? Where can | write to the 
Hitman and the Anvil? 

Veronica Lopoyda 

Niagara Falls, Ontario, CANADA 


A: Apparently you are a fan with 
good taste! Since Bret “Hit 
Man” Hart and Jim “The Anvil” 
Neidhart decided to join forces 
in the W.W.F., Jimmy Hart has 
always been their manager. As 
for writing to them, refer to the 
ad on page 65 for the address 
to Bret’s fan club. Both wres- 
tlers can be reached through 
his club. 


Q: Why was the U.W.F. taken off 
the air and replaced by World 
Wide Wrestling? Is there any 
way to get it back on? 

Jessie Blunt 
Blakely, GA. 


A: Since Crockett Promotions 
recently bought the Universal 
Wrestling Federation, most 
U.W.F. shows have been taken 
off the air. In some areas U.W.F. 
shows are beginning to reap- 
pear on local channels but are 
now laced with Mid-Atlantic 
wrestlers. In my opinion, this 
was a bad move as the U.W.F. 
is rated the #1 promotion on TV 
today. If you have a complaint, 
write to CROCKETT PROMO- 
TIONS, 421 Briarbend, Char- 
lotte, N.C. 28209 
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THE QUESTION BOX 


Where Wrestling Fans 
Come for the Answers 


Welcome to the most authoritative 
question and answer column in 


wrestling. 


Q: What ever happened to “Lover- 
boy” Dennis Condrey since he 
left the Midnight Express? 

Bob Cummings 
Blackstone, VA. 


A: “Loverboy” Dennis Condrey 
can now be found in the A.W.A., 
along with “Ravishing” Randy 
Rose. They have dubbed them- 
selves The Original Midnight 
Express, as they teamed under 


The Bulldogs are fan favorites. 


that name years ago, and are 
being managed by Paul E. Dan- 
gerously. 


: How can | write to the following 


wrestlers—Bret “Hit Man” Harts 
Davey Boy Smith, Brutus Beef- 
cake and Dynamite Kid? 
Ann Brown 
Lyerly, GA. 


: Any W.W.F. wrestler can be 


written to in care of TITAN 
SPORTS, 81 Holly Hill Lane, 
Greenwich, CT. 06830. 


: My questions are— 


1. Are Ricky Santana and Tito 
Santana related? 
2. Are the Hart Foundation 
related? 
3. Who beat the Midnight 
Rockers for the A.W.A. tag 
team belts? 
4. Is Andre the Giant really 
gay? 
Jasmine Jade 
Chicago, IL. 


: Ricky and Tito Santana are not 


related. It is quite common for a 
lot of wrestlers to have the same 
name. Bret Hart and Jim 


The Hart Foundation can be reached through Bret Hart’s fan club. 


Neidhart are only related 
through marriage as they are 
brothers-in-law. When the Mid- 
night Rockers dropped the 
A.W.A. tag belts, they were 
defeated by Soldat Ustinov and 
Boris Zhukov. | can’t believe 
you would even ask that last 
question. Once again, people 
wonder how rumors get started! 


Q: Could you please tell me where 
| could find David Sammartino? 
Jane Brenner 

Pittsburgh, PA. 


A: David started back with the 
W.W.F. in August and should be 
seen regularly at shows in your 
area. 


Q: Is Ricky ‘““The Dragon” Steam- 
boat married? 
Amy Watkins 
Providence, R.I. 


A: Yes, Ricky is married to a lovely 
woman named Bonnie. They 
recently became the proud 


parents of a baby boy, which 
they named Ricky. Once again, 
this is a question we will shy 
away from in this column as 
most wrestlers value their 
privacy. 


Q: Does the Honky Tonk Man have 
any relatives who are wrestlers? 
Eddie Smythe 

Nashville, TN. 


A: As far as | know, he and “King” 
Jerry Lawler are cousins. 


Q: The interview you did a few 
issues ago on Larry Winters 
was great? Can you tell me if 
he is single and where | can 
write to him. | hope he is single! 

Sandy Bartholemew 
Trenton, N.Y. 


A: Yes Sandy, Larry Winters is 
single! He can be written to in 
care of this magazine. 


Q: | recently attended an indepen- 


dent show in my area and 
would like to know more about 
the promotion. The group is 
called the National Wrestling 
Federation and | would like to 
know their upcoming schedule 
as | would like to attend more of 
their shows. 
Randy Lewin 
Clearfield, PA. 


: If you are interested in finding 


out more about this promotion, 
you may write to them at NA- 
TIONAL WRESTLING FEDER- 
ATION, 2011 Ferry Avenue, 
Suite U-19, Camden, N.J. 
08104. 


: I’ve been a big George “The 


Animal” Steele fan for a long 
time but have never seen him 
hold any major titles. Has he 
ever been a champion of any 
kind? 
John Voelker 
Newark, N.J. 


: Sorry John but, George has 


always been a man without a 
title. As long as he’s been in the 
W.W.F. he’s never held a cham- 
pionship belt. And, most read- 
ers agree with me in feeling 
he’s never been qualified to be 
a champion. 


: My questions are about my 


favorite wrestler the Magnificent 
Muraco. How long has Don 
been in the W.W.F.? What are 
his future plans? Is he going to 
get a title shot from Hulk Ho- 
gan? Will he ever be able to go 
after Honky Tonk Man for the 
Inter-Continental belt? 
Roxanne Stempert 
Moore, OK. 


: As far as we know, Muraco has 


been in the W.W.F. approxi- 
mately eight years. His future 
plans are to continue wrestling 
to the best of his ability and to 
become the W.W.F. Heavy- 
weight champion. If he were to 
get a shot at Honky Tonk Man, 
and more than likely he will, 
you can bet Muraco would 
emerge the winner! 


Send your questions or comments to: Wrestling Fury, C/O 
Jems Inc., RO. Box 138, Marlboro, NJ 07746. Att: Question Box Editor 
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Violence Can Be 


“Cactus” Jack Foley and manager 
Mark Curtis. 


by Barbi Barker 


The interview below was con- 
ducted with “Cactus” Jack Foley 
and his manager Mark Curtis. 
Although most questions were 
directed to ‘‘Cactus” Jack, Curtis 
being the boisterous person he is, 
had to chime in on occasion with 
answers of his own. ‘‘Cactus” 
Jack stands six foot four inches tall 
and weighs in at approximately two 
hundred and fifty seven pounds 
making him a man people listen to 
when he speaks. 

WRESTLING FURY: First of all, 
what made you pick to name 
“Cactus”? 

“CACTUS” JACK FOLEY: It 
comes from my heritage in the 
badlands in New Mexico. Truth or 
Consequences, New Mexico is 
where | call home. It’s where men 
are men. 

WF: When did you finally turn 
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“CACTUS” 
JACK FOLEY 


professional? 

CJF: | had my first match in 
Clarksburg, West Virginia against 
a jobber by the name of Kurt Kauf- 
man. The quality of this opponent 
was not great so it was an easy 
win. 

MARK CURTIS: How would you 
compare the 1978 version of your 
career to the wrestling style of 
today, 1987? 

CJF: Well, the difference would 
be a definite attitude change. |’ve 
become a stronger person and 
people never walk all over me. 

MC: When you first began, is it 
not true that you would sometimes 
drive over twelve hours or sleep in 
your Car overnight just to drive to a 
place where you would get the 
proper training? 

CJF: Yes! | traveled significent 
distances to train because | knew 


Beautiful 


my potential and there was nothing 
to step in my way. The long drives 
and sleeping overnight in my car, 
sometimes in freezing weather, 
just to train made me a tougher 
person and a better wrestler. 

WF: There have been rumors 
going around that you have been 
linked by some blood relation to 
the name of Charles Manson. 
Would you like to shed any light 
upon that? 

CJF: At this moment! can’t 
either confirm or deny those ru- 
mors because my father was a 
rambling type person with a some- 
what large following. It is unknown 
as to how many children he actu- 
ally had. But, | have been told, and 
| am proud to say, | do display 
many of the attributes Manson 
has. 

WF: Like Charles Manson, | 


notice that certain spark in your 
eyes. Do many people show signs 
of being uncomfortable around 
you? 

CJF: As you would say, having 
that certain look is a compliment! | 
have noticed that most people, 
given a certain amount of time, will 
begin to shy away from me. Out- 
side the ring things like that don’t 
matter. If hurting people in the ring 
means winning, by having that 
extra advantage, I'll take it. 

WF: Do you feel you’ve been 
looked over when promoters are 


looking for new talent? Even though 


you have been wrestling for ap- 
proximately nine years, a lot of 
people wouldn’t recognize your 
name. 

CJF: First of all, I'm not respon- 
sible for wrestling fans’ ignorance. 
But, yes, there are several reasons 
why “Cactus” Jack Foley has not 
made his way into national promi- 
nence. |’m not here to sell wres- 
tling dolls! Promoters are usually 
afraid of me. They are concerned 
about what a man like me might 
mean to their wrestling programs, 
which are basically family oriented. 
Things are never pretty when I’m 


around! In my own way | feel that 
violence can be beautiful. 

WEF: Throughout your nine years 
in the business, what areas have 
you worked in? 

CJF: I’ve wrestled throughout 
the world, including the Middle 
East, South America, Europe, 
Africa and extensively throughout 
the badlands of North America. 
Because of the brutality level in 
most of my matches, | feel the 
(television) fans in the States aren’t 
quite ready for me yet. Most peo- 
ple here aren’t ready for my brand 
of violence. 

WF: Is there any area in which 
fans appreciate your brutality? 

CJF: Yes. The fans in Africa 
almost look at me as a national 
hero. They appreciate my brutality 
level. It is because they don’t have 
qualms about the way of life like 
we do here. Those people fight for 
a living and | think they appreciate 
that | do that as well. 

WF: How much of an influence 
has your manager, Mark Curtis, 
had on you? What does he do for 
you? 

CJF: Let me put it this way, Mark 
Curtis’ views are mine and my 


Foley and Curtis along with Jimmy Roberts. (photo by B. Hildebrand) 


views are Mark Curtis’. | don’t 
think of this as a manager/wrestler 
type relationship, | think of it as 
almost an alter ego type of thing. 
Mark is a managerial genius. He is 
the only one to book ‘“‘Cactus” 
Jack and find opponents willing to 
go into the ring with me. 

WE: How does Mark Curtis feel 
about ‘‘Cactus’? 

MC: To me, Jack is probably 
going to become one of the world’s 
leading wrestling villians within the 
next few years. | have faith in him 
and feel he’s a student who can 
pick up on anything. 

WF: Earlier you stated you 
needed no one. If so, why have 
Mark as your manager? 

CJF: A few years back | found 
myself struggling to survive be- 
cause | couldn’t get matches. Peo- 
ple didn’t want to be in the ring 
with me. Mark Curtis molded me 
into a more suitable person for the 
masses. He does the best for me. 
He doesn’t simply manage me, he 
fills a void. 

MC: When | saw “Cactus” 
for the first time, | saw him get his 
jaw busted on TV by the British 
Bulldogs. And yet, | saw him pick 
himself up off the canvas and 
come back for more. | also saw a 
man who needed a different per- 
spective on life and that’s what | 
provided. 

WF: Over the last nine years, 
have you held any titles? 

CJF: | don’t believe | need me- 
tallic substances around my waist 
to show me what I’m worth. | don’t 
believe | need plenty of money to 
show me what I’m worth. But, over 
the years | have amassed plenty of 
both. Although the championships 
I've held have been regional, they 
have been many. I’ve been the 
African Heavyweight, Tri-State 
television champion, New Zealand 
Commonwealth title, Arizona 
Heavyweight, Arizona TV champ, 
New Mexico State champ, Western 
States Heavyweight (Not the same 
as Barry Windham’s) and many 
others to numerous to mention. 
Gold is no stranger to my waist. 

WE: Who would you consider 
your easiest opponent in the ring? 

CJF: Ox Baker was probably my 
easiest opponent. He has no place 
in the ring. Fighting him wasn’t 
even worth my while. He was also 
my most disappointing opponent. 

WF: Who was your toughest 
opponent? 
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CJF: Without a doubt, Dynamite 
Kid! What he doesn’t have in size, 
he makes up for in heart and | 
firmly believe the man is a psycho- 
path and that comes from a man 
who has been accused of that 
himself! 

WF: Who do you most admire? 

CJF: Randy Savage. He isa 
man who is denied greatness by 
the masses for several years. It’s 
about time that a promoter like the 
W.W.F. got around to accepting the 
greatness that is Randy. 

WF: What do you do in your 
spare time? 

CJF: Life on the road doesn’t 
give me much free time. | make my 
living hurting people. If !’m not 
thinking about it, I’m dreaming 
about it. | don’t believe my free 
time is anyone’s business. 

WF: How do you feel about 
women in wrestling? 

CJF: Women only serve biologi- 
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Foley chokes Chris Adams. (photo by Tony Valotta) 


cal purposes! 

WF: I’m going to mention a few 
names and would like your opinion 
of them. First would be Hulk 
Hogan. 

CJF: Hulk Hogan is unde- 
rworked and overpaid! 

WF: The Hart Foundation. 

CJF: Probably the best tag team 
in wrestling today but only because 
of Bret Hart. | respect any man 
that takes the amount of punish- 
ment he does. Jim Neidhart isn’t 
even worth mentioning. 

WF: Ric Flair? 

CJF: | definitely give credit 
where it’s due and he wears the 
gold around his waist as no one 
else has. 

WF: Dick Murdock. 

CJF: He’s someone |’ve looked 
up to since | was a small child. 
Everyone needs a role model and 
he was mine. | admire the way he 
conducts himself in the wrestling 


ring. 

WF: Ted DiBiase. 

CJF: Personally, | don’t care for 
his new attitude anymore than | 
care for his past ring behavior. 

WF: Nick Bockwinkel. 

CJF: | had the opportunity to 
meet him and | don’t like him. Al- 
though, | do like the way he wres- 
tles. He has my respect but not my 
friendship. 

WF: How do you feel about the 
fans? 

CJF: Personally, | don’t let them 
bother me either way. Since 
they’ve made up their minds the 
minute they see me that they don’t 
like me, or my style of wrestling, 
I’ve totally blocked them from my 
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WF: In closing, if you could put 
“Cactus”’ Jack Foley into one 
word, what would it be? 

CJF: FURY! « 
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Comic Rodney Dangerfield claims 
he never gets any respect. That 
statement can also be attested to 
the career of Nashville’s Debbie 
Combs. She currently possesses 
the National Wrestling Alliance 
Womens World title. Combs won 
the championship in Hawaii almost 
two years ago. However, for some 
unexplained reason, Jim Crockett 
Promotions, a leading force behind 
the N.W.A., recognizes Misty Blue 
as their United States Womans 
title holder instead of Debbie and 
her belt. 

A few short months ago, in her 
initial ring meeting with legendary 
Fabulous Moolah, then World 
Wrestling Federation champion, in 
New York’s Madison Square Gar- 
den, Combs had her hand raised 
in victory by way of a count-out on 
the now ex-champ. Strangely 
enough there was never a rematch 
given in the famed arena. Why has 
the hierarchy of promoters stymied 
her chances for the undisputed 
ladies title? There aren’t too many 


Debbie hustles to the ring. 


that can claim the achievements 
that ‘Darling’”’ Debbie has to her 
record. 

Debbie or her family name cer- 
tainly isn’t foreign to the current 
and past crop of wrestling fans: 
Cora, Debbie’s mother, is a former 
United States Womens title holder 
and continues to be one of the 
most respected personalities ever 
to step into the ring. With Cora’s 
motherly advice and professional 
guidance, Debbie has taken on the 
best of competition. Besides 
Moolah, when Sherri Martel was 
the American Wrestling Associa- 
tion Womans champ, Debbie held 
her opponent to a draw on more 
than one occasion. Candi Divine, 
another southern girl who is one of 
the hottest draws on the ladies 
circuit today, has also fallen victim 
to Debbie. 

No matter when a challenge has 
been made, Debbie has turned no 
one down. Debbie has truly been 
an international competitor for the 
past thirteen years. Since turning 


professional at an unusually early 
age, Combs has wrestled around 
the world in such countries as 
Alaska, Hawaii and in the Philli- 
pines, along with Canada, Mexico, 
Japan, Singapore and Africa. 

There’s no denying that the 
women’s wrestling scene has 
changed dramatically over the 
past two years. More emphasis 
seems to be paid to how much of a 
woman’s body is exposed to the 
audience. Although these so- 
called lady wrestlers are in a mi- 
nority, some fans believe that those 
girls are the elite in their profes- 
sion, not by seeing them in person 
but only through photographs. 

Debbie has the utmost respect 
for her craft. Combs has not forgot- 
ten those female wrestlers of the 
past. She is active with an organi- 
zation for retired female grapplers. 
“We try to get many of the retirees 
together once a year. Our goal is to 
work up to a retirement center,” 
Debbie stated before a recent 
match in Memphis. 

When asked of her opinion on 
GLOW (Gorgeous Ladies of Wres- 
tling) Debbie shot back, ‘They 
aren’t wrestlers. | want people to 
respect girl wrestling. We train 
hard and | want the fans to know 
that there is more out there than 
GLOW. We get in the ring and give 
our fullest as a professional. All | 
want is to see lady wrestling go up 
as it’s been dead for far too long.” 

lf Debbie were to wrestle any 
female, past or present, the great 
June Byers would be the one. 
“l’ve heard so many great things 
about her. She was one of the 
greatest of her time. I’d like to 
have the experience of meeting 
June in the ring,” said Debbie. 
Combs clarified an issue fans have 
been confused about for many 
years. According to Cora Combs, 
and Debbie, Moolah didn’t be- 
come the World champion by de- 
feating June Byers. “June retired 
as champion. | know her quite well 
and attended her farewell party,” 
Cora explained. 

As far as active wrestlers go, 
Debbie has a great deal of respect 
for Sherri Martel. “Sherri has done 
a lot. She beat Moolah for her belt. 
Sherri turned a page in the wres- 
tling history books and | hope it 
stays that way. | don’t want to see 
Moolah as champ anymore,” Deb- 
bie stated. Liz Chase is another 
favorite of Debbie’s. “I think Liz is 
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Combs puts a wristlock on Lady Satan. 


the best girl wrestler going today,” 
the Nashville native told me. 

Like most children, Debbie has 
the greatest respect for her mother. 
“If | can be half as good as she 
has been through the years, then | 
will have achieved what | wanted to 
out of wrestling,’ Cora’s daughter 
said. With her mother’s support in 
and out of the ring, Debbie has 
taken on some tough competition. 
Lady Satan, Donna Day, Tracy 
Richards, Despina Montagas and 
Sherri Martel are the top five oppo- 
nents Debbie has squared off 
against. 

Besides being one of the best 
athletes in her profession, Debbie 
is very much a fan of wrestling. Ric 
Flair is her favorite wrestler! “Ric 
has style and he has an abun- 
dance of ability. Ric can have the 
crowd with him one minute and 
have them hating him the next. | 
truly admire him. Ric loves and 
cares about wrestling,” Debbie 
stated. Ricky Morton is another 
favorite of Debbie’s. They have a 
friendship that goes back many 
years. During their childhood both 
tried to outsell one another by 
peddling photos and programs at 
arenas throughout the South, while 
Debbie’s mom wrestled and 
Ricky’s dad refereed. Before the 
evening matches would start, the 
two youngsters would wrestle one 
another in the ring! 
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Debbie proudly wears the N.W.A. Ladies title. 
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When asked to comment on her 
stint in the W.W.F. and Vince Mc- 
Mahon Jr, Debbie mentioned, 
“When | met him for the first time, 
| didn’t expect to meet a man like | 
did. He’s a big guy, tall, very good 
looking and he treated me like a 
queen. | respect him to the highest 
degree.” 

Next to wrestling, baseball is 
Debbie’s favorite sport. The St. 
Louis Cardinals are her favorite 
club. While involved in the stage 
show ‘Ten Nights In a Ballroom’, at 
the Goldenrod Showboat in St. 
Louis, Bush Memorial Stadium 
became a second home for both 
Debbie and Cora. 

In recent months Debbie has 
appeared on several television 
shows displaying various wrestling 
holds for the viewing and studio 
audiences. 

John Schneider, of the Dukes of 
Hazzard television show, and cur- 
rently a top notch country western 
singer, is Debbie’s favorite singer. 
Mery! Streep is her number one ~ 
actress and, as for pets, cats are 
her favorite. 

There is a place in professional 
wrestling for Debbie Combs. Once 
the leading promoters “iron out” 
the differences between them- 
selves, no doubt one of them will 
give her the push she has earned 
over the years as a dedicated 
wrestler. * 
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